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Subd. 97. [Renumbered 169.011, subd 91]
Subd. 98. [Renumbered 169.011, subd 94]

169.011 DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Terms. For the purposes of this chapter, the terms defined in this section shall have the
meanings ascribed to them.

Subd. 2. Alleyway. "Alleyway" means a private or public passage or way located in a municipality and
which (1) is less than the usual width of a street, (2) may be open to but is not designed primarily for general
vehicular traffic, (3) intersects or opens to a street, and (4) is primarily used for the ingress and egress or
other convenience of two or more owners of abutting real properties.

Subd. 3. Authorized emergency vehicle. "Authorized emergency vehicle" means any of the following
vehicles when equipped and identified according to law: (1) a vehicle of a fire department; (2) a publicly
owned police vehicle or a privately owned vehicle used by a police officer for police work under agreement,
express or implied, with the local authority to which the officer is responsible; (3) a vehicle of a licensed
land emergency ambulance service, whether publicly or privately owned; (4) an emergency vehicle of a
municipal department or a public service corporation, approved by the commissioner of public safety or the
chief of police of a municipality; (5) any volunteer rescue squad operating pursuant to Laws 1959, chapter
53; (6) a vehicle designated as an authorized emergency vehicle upon a finding by the commissioner of
public safety that designation of that vehicle is necessary to the preservation of life or property or to the
execution of emergency governmental functions.

Subd. 4. Bicycle. (a) "Bicycle" means every device capable of being propelled solely by human power
upon which any person may ride, having two tandem wheels, and including any device generally recognized
as a bicycle though equipped with two front or rear wheels. Bicycle includes an electric-assisted bicycle,
as defined in subdivision 27.

(b) "Bicycle" does not include scooters, motorized foot scooters, or similar devices.

Subd. 5. Bicycle lane. "Bicycle lane" means a portion of a roadway or shoulder designed for exclusive
or preferential use by persons using bicycles. Bicycle lanes are to be distinguished from the portion of the
roadway or shoulder used for motor vehicle traffic by physical barrier, striping, marking, or other similar
device.

Subd. 6. Bicycle path. "Bicycle path" means a bicycle facility designed for exclusive or preferential
use by persons using bicycles and constructed or developed separately from the roadway or shoulder.

Subd. 7. Bicycle route. The term "bicycle route" means a roadway or shoulder signed to encourage
bicycle use.

Subd. 8. Bicycle trail. "Bicycle trail" means a bicycle route or bicycle path developed by the com-
missioner of natural resources under section 85.016.

Subd. 9. Bikeway. "Bikeway" means a bicycle lane, bicycle path, or bicycle route, regardless of whether
it is designed for the exclusive use of bicycles or is to be shared with other transportation modes.

Subd. 10. Bug deflector. "Bug deflector”" means a nonilluminated, transparent device attached to the
hood of a motor vehicle so as to deflect the air stream.
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Subd. 11. Bus. "Bus" means every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than 15 passengers
including the driver and used for the transportation of persons.

Subd. 12. Bus pool. "Bus pool" means a prearranged ride-sharing arrangement in which a group of
persons travel together on a regular basis in a bus, especially to and from their place of employment or to
and from a transit stop authorized by a local transit authority.

Subd. 13. Business district. "Business district" means the territory contiguous to and including a
highway when 50 percent or more of the frontage thereon for a distance of 300 feet or more is occupied
by buildings in use for business.

Subd. 14. Car pool. "Car pool" means a prearranged ride-sharing arrangement in which two or more
persons travel together on a regular basis in an automobile, especially to and from their place of employment
or to and from a transit stop authorized by a local transit authority.

Subd. 15. Cellular phone. "Cellular phone" means a cellular, analog, wireless, or digital telephone
capable of sending or receiving telephone or text messages without an access line for service.

Subd. 16. Commercial motor vehicle. (a) "Commercial motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle or com-
bination of motor vehicles used to transport passengers or property if the motor vehicle:

(1) has a gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds;

(2) has a towed unit with a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds and the combination of
vehicles has a combined gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds;

(3) is a bus;

(4) is of any size and is used in the transportation of hazardous materials that are required to be placarded
under Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, parts 100-185; or

(5) is outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus, except for type A-I and type III vehicles as
defined in subdivision 71.

(b) For purposes of chapter 169A:

(1) a commercial motor vehicle does not include a farm truck, an authorized emergency vehicle, or a
recreational vehicle being operated by a person within the scope of section 171.02, subdivision 2, paragraph
(b); and

(2) acommercial motor vehicle includes a vehicle capable of or designed to meet the standards described
in paragraph (a), clause (2), whether or not the towed unit is attached to the truck-tractor at the time of the
violation or stop.

Subd. 17. Commissioner. Unless stated otherwise, "commissioner" means the commissioner of trans-
portation of this state. Regardless of the commissioner referred to, however, the commissioner is to be
considered as acting directly or through the commissioner's duly authorized officers and agents.

Subd. 18. Commuter vanpool. "Commuter vanpool" means a prearranged ride-sharing arrangement in
which seven to 16 persons travel together on a regular basis in a commuter van, especially to and from their
place of employment or to and from a transit stop authorized by a local transit authority.
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Subd. 19. Controlled-access highway. "Controlled-access highway" means, in this chapter, every
highway, street, or roadway in respect to which the right of access of the owners or occupants of abutting
lands and other persons has been acquired and to which the owners or occupants of abutting lands and other
persons have no legal right of access to or from the same except at such points only and in such manner as
may be determined by the public authority having jurisdiction over such highway, street or roadway.

Subd. 20. Crosswalk. "Crosswalk" means (1) that portion of a roadway ordinarily included with the
prolongation or connection of the lateral lines of sidewalks at intersections; (2) any portion of a roadway
distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the surface.

Subd. 21. Custom service vehicles. "Custom service vehicles" means all vehicles used as well-drilling
machine, wood-sawing machine, cement mixer, rock crusher, road grader, ditch digger, or elevating grader,
and similar service equipment.

Subd. 22. Daytime. For purposes of regulating the operation of a motor vehicle, "daytime" means the
time from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.

Subd. 23. Department. Unless stated otherwise, "department" means the Department of Transportation
of this state. Regardless of the department referred to, however, it is to be considered as acting directly or
through its duly authorized officers and agents.

Subd. 24. Driver. "Driver" means every person who drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle.

Subd. 25. Dynamic shoulder lane. "Dynamic shoulder lane" has the meaning given in section 160.02,
subdivision 18a.

Subd. 26. Electric personal assistive mobility device. "Electric personal assistive mobility device"
means a self-balancing device with two nontandem wheels, designed to transport not more than one person,
and operated by an electric propulsion system that limits the maximum speed of the device to 15 miles per
hour.

Subd. 26a. Electric vehicle. (a) "Electric vehicle" means a motor vehicle that is able to be powered by
an electric motor drawing current from rechargeable storage batteries, fuel cells, or other portable sources
of electrical current, and meets or exceeds applicable regulations in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49,
part 571, and successor requirements.

(b) Electric vehicle includes:

(1) a neighborhood electric vehicle;

(2) a medium-speed electric vehicle; and
(3) a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle.

Subd. 27. Electric-assisted bicycle. "Electric-assisted bicycle" means a bicycle with two or three wheels
that:

(1) has a saddle and fully operable pedals for human propulsion;

(2) meets the requirements:
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(i) of federal motor vehicle safety standards for a motor-driven cycle in Code of Federal Regulations,
title 49, sections 571.1 et seq.; or

(ii) for bicycles under Code of Federal Regulations, title 16, part 1512, or successor requirements; and

(3) has an electric motor that (i) has a power output of not more than 1,000 watts, (ii) is incapable of
propelling the vehicle at a speed of more than 20 miles per hour, (iii) is incapable of further increasing the
speed of the device when human power alone is used to propel the vehicle at a speed of more than 20 miles
per hour, and (iv) disengages or ceases to function when the vehicle's brakes are applied.

Subd. 28. Explosives. "Explosives" has the meaning given in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49,
section 173.50.

Subd. 29. Farm tractor. "Farm tractor" means every motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a
farm implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and other implements of husbandry.

Subd. 30. Flammable liquid. "Flammable liquid" has the meaning given in Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, title 49, section 173.120.

Subd. 31. Full-size pickup truck. "Full-size pickup truck" means any truck with a manufacturer's
nominal rated carrying capacity of one ton or less and commonly known as or resembling a pickup truck.

Subd. 32. Gross vehicle weight. "Gross vehicle weight" means the greater of:

(1) the unloaded weight of a vehicle or the unloaded weight of a truck-tractor and semitrailer com-
bination, plus the weight of the load; or

(2) the value specified by the manufacturer as the maximum gross weight or gross vehicle weight rating.

Subd. 33. Hazardous materials. "Hazardous materials" means any material that has been designated
as hazardous under United States Code, title 49, section 5103, and is required to be placarded under Code
of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 172, subpart F, or any quantity of a material listed as a select agent or
toxin in Code of Federal Regulations, title 42, part 73.

Subd. 34. Head Start bus. (a) "Head Start bus" means a motor vehicle used to transport children and
parents to or from a Head Start facility, or to or from Head Start-related activities, by the Head Start grantee,
or by someone under an agreement with the Head Start grantee. A Head Start bus does not include a motor
vehicle transporting children or parents to or from a Head Start facility for which parents or guardians receive
direct compensation from a Head Start grantee, a motor coach operating under charter carrier authority, or
a transit bus providing services as defined in section 174.22, subdivision 7. A Head Start bus may be a type
A, B, C, or D bus or type III vehicle, as described in subdivision 71.

(b) A Head Start bus manufactured after December 31, 1994, must meet the same standards as a type A,
B, C, or D school bus, except that a Head Start bus is not required to be equipped with the warning signals
required for a school bus under section 169.442, subdivision 1. A Head Start bus must be painted colors
other than national school bus yellow.

Subd. 35. Implement of husbandry. "Implement of husbandry" means a self-propelled or towed
vehicle designed or adapted to be used exclusively for timber-harvesting, agricultural, horticultural, or
livestock-raising operations.
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Subd. 36. Intersection. (a) "Intersection" means the area embraced within the prolongation or
connection of the lateral curb lines or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two
highways which join one another at, or approximately at, right angles or the area within which vehicles
traveling upon different highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict.

(b) Where a highway includes two roadways 30 feet or more apart, then every crossing of each roadway
of such divided highway by an intersecting highway shall be regarded as a separate intersection. In the event
such intersecting highway also includes two roadways 30 feet or more apart, then every crossing of two
roadways of such highways shall be regarded as a separate intersection.

Subd. 37. Laned highway. "Laned highway" means a highway the roadway of which is divided into
two or more clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic.

Subd. 38. Local authorities. "Local authorities" means every county, municipal, and other local board
or body having authority to adopt local police regulations under the Constitution and laws of this state, and
the Regents of the University of Minnesota, with reference to property owned, leased, or occupied by the
Regents of the University of Minnesota or the University of Minnesota.

Subd. 39. Medium-speed electric vehicle. "Medium-speed electric vehicle" means an electrically
powered four-wheeled motor vehicle, equipped with a roll cage or crushproof body design, that can attain a
maximum speed of 35 miles per hour on a paved level surface, is fully enclosed and has at least one door for
entry, has a wheelbase of 40 inches or greater and a wheel diameter of ten inches or greater, and except with
respect to maximum speed, otherwise meets or exceeds regulations in the Code of Federal Regulations, title
49, section 571.500, and successor requirements.

Subd. 40. Metal tire. "Metal tire" means every tire the surface of which in contact with the highway is
wholly or partly of metal or other hard nonresilient material.

Subd. 40a. Mini truck. (a) "Mini truck" means a motor vehicle that has four wheels; is propelled by
an electric motor with a rated power of 7,500 watts or less or an internal combustion engine with a piston
displacement capacity of 660 cubic centimeters or less; has a total dry weight of 900 to 2,200 pounds;
contains an enclosed cabin and a seat for the vehicle operator; commonly resembles a pickup truck or van,
including a cargo area or bed located at the rear of the vehicle; and was not originally manufactured to meet
federal motor vehicle safety standards required of motor vehicles in the Code of Federal Regulations, title
49, sections 571.101 to 571.404, and successor requirements.

(b) A mini truck does not include:
(1) a neighborhood electric vehicle or a medium-speed electric vehicle; or

(2) a motor vehicle that meets or exceeds the regulations in the Code of Federal Regulations, title 49,
section 571.500, and successor requirements.

[See Note.]

Subd. 41. Mobile crane. "Mobile crane" means a vehicle (1) not designed or used to transport persons
or property, (2) operated only incidentally on the highway and not subject to vehicle registration under
chapter 168, and (3) comprising a boom and hoisting mechanism used in the construction industry. Mobile
crane does not include a motor vehicle, designed to transport persons or property, to which a boom, hoist,
crane, or other machinery has been attached.
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Subd. 42. Motor vehicle. "Motor vehicle" means every vehicle which is self-propelled and every vehicle
which is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires. Motor vehicle does not include
an electric personal assistive mobility device or a vehicle moved solely by human power.

Subd. 43. Motor vehicle dealer. "Motor vehicle dealer" means any person engaged in the business
of manufacturing or selling new and unused motor vehicles, or used motor vehicles, or both, having an
established place of business for the sale, trade, and display of such motor vehicles, and having in possession
motor vehicles for the purpose of sale or trade.

Subd. 44. Motorcycle. "Motorcycle" means every motor vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of
the rider and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, including motor
scooters. Motorcycle does not include (1) motorized bicycles as defined in subdivision 45, (2) electric-
assisted bicycles as defined in subdivision 27, or (3) a tractor.

Subd. 45. Motorized bicycle. "Motorized bicycle" means a bicycle that is propelled by an electric or
a liquid fuel motor of a piston displacement capacity of 50 cubic centimeters or less, and a maximum of
two brake horsepower, which is capable of a maximum speed of not more than 30 miles per hour on a flat
surface with not more than one percent grade in any direction when the motor is engaged. Motorized bicycle
does not include an electric-assisted bicycle as defined in subdivision 27.

Subd. 46. Motorized foot scooter. "Motorized foot scooter" means a device with handlebars designed
to be stood or sat upon by the operator, and powered by an internal combustion engine or electric motor
that is capable of propelling the device with or without human propulsion, and that has no more than two
12-inch or smaller diameter wheels and has an engine or motor that is capable of a maximum speed of 15
miles per hour on a flat surface with not more than one percent grade in any direction when the motor is
engaged. An electric personal assistive mobility device, a motorized bicycle, an electric-assisted bicycle, or
a motorcycle is not a motorized foot scooter.

Subd. 47. Neighborhood electric vehicle. "Neighborhood electric vehicle" means an electrically
powered motor vehicle that has four wheels, and has a speed attainable in one mile of at least 20 miles per
hour but not more than 25 miles per hour on a paved level surface.

Subd. 48. Nighttime. For purposes of regulating the operation of a motor vehicle, "nighttime" means
the time from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise.

Subd. 49. Official traffic-control devices. "Official traffic-control devices" means all signs, signals,
markings, and devices not inconsistent with this chapter placed or erected by authority of a public body or
official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning, or guiding traffic.

Subd. 50. One-way roadway. "One-way roadway" means a street or roadway designated and signposted
for one-way traffic and on which all vehicles are required to move in one indicated direction.

Subd. 51. Owner. "Owner" means a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle, or in the event a
vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof with the right of purchase upon
performance of the conditions stated in the agreement and with an immediate right of possession vested in
the conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then such
conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be deemed the owner for the purpose of this chapter.

Subd. 52. Passenger vehicle. "Passenger vehicle" means a passenger automobile defined in section
168.002, subdivision 24; a pickup truck defined in section 168.002, subdivision 26; a van defined in section
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168.002, subdivision 40; and a self-propelled, recreational vehicle licensed under chapter 168 to use the
public streets or highways. "Passenger vehicle" does not include a motorcycle, motorized bicycle, bus,
school bus, a vehicle designed to operate exclusively on railroad tracks, a farm truck defined in section
168.002, subdivision 8, or special mobile equipment defined in section 168.002, subdivision 31.

Subd. 53. Pedestrian. "Pedestrian" means any person afoot or in a wheelchair.
Subd. 54. Person. "Person" means every natural person, firm, copartnership, association, or corporation.

Subd. 54a. Plug-in hybrid electric vehicle. "Plug-in hybrid electric vehicle" means an electric vehicle
that (1) contains an internal combustion engine and also allows power to be delivered to the drive wheels
by a battery-powered electric motor; (2) when connected to the electrical grid via an electrical outlet, is able
to recharge its battery; and (3) has the ability to travel at least 20 miles powered substantially by electricity.

Subd. 55. Pneumatic tire. "Pneumatic tire" means every tire in which compressed air is designed to
support the load.

Subd. 56. Police officer. "Police officer" means every officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic or
to make arrests for violations of traffic rules.

Subd. 57. Private road or driveway. "Private road or driveway" means every way or place in private
ownership and used for vehicular travel by the owner and those having express or implied permission from
the owner, but not by other persons.

Subd. 57a. Pupil transport entity. (a) "Pupil transport entity" means (1) a school, as defined in section
120A.22, subdivision 4; (2) a charter school operated under section 124D.10; and (3) a private transportation
contractor that operates under an agreement with an entity identified in clause (1) or (2).

(b) "Pupil transport entity" does not include a Head Start grantee or someone operating under an
agreement with a Head Start grantee.

Subd. 58. Railroad. "Railroad" means a carrier of persons or property upon cars, other than streetcars,
operated upon stationary rails.

Subd. 59. Railroad sign or signal. "Railroad sign or signal" means any sign, signal, or device erected
by authority of a public body or official or by a railroad and intended to give notice of the presence of
railroad tracks or the approach of a railroad train.

Subd. 60. Railroad train. "Railroad train" means a steam engine, electric or other motor, with or without
cars coupled thereto, operated upon rails, except streetcars.

Subd. 61. Recreational truck-tractor. "Recreational truck-tractor" means a truck-tractor with a gross
vehicle weight rating of not more than 24,000 pounds, that is designed exclusively or adapted specifically
to tow a semitrailer coupled by means of a fifth-wheel plate and kingpin assembly.

Subd. 62. Recreational vehicle combination. (a) "Recreational vehicle combination" means a com-
bination of vehicles consisting of a full-size pickup truck or a recreational truck-tractor attached by means
of a kingpin and fifth-wheel coupling to a middle vehicle which has hitched to it a trailer.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision, a "kingpin and fifth-wheel coupling" is a coupling between a middle
vehicle and a towing full-size pickup truck or a recreational truck-tractor in which a portion of the weight
of the towed middle vehicle is carried over or forward of the rear axle of the towing pickup.
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Subd. 63. Residence district. "Residence district" means the territory contiguous to and including a
highway not comprising a business district when the property on such highway for a distance of 300 feet or
more is in the main improved with residences or residences and buildings in use for business.

Subd. 64. Residential roadway. "Residential roadway" means a city street or town road that is less
than one-half mile in total length.

Subd. 65. Ride-sharing arrangement. "Ride-sharing arrangement" means the transportation of
persons, for a fee or otherwise, in a motor vehicle when the transportation is incidental to another purpose
of the driver. The term includes the forms of shared transportation known as car pools, commuter vanpools,
and bus pools, whether or not furnished by an employer. A "ride-sharing arrangement" does not include
transportation of employees by an employer from one place of employment to another.

Subd. 66. Right-of-way. "Right-of-way" means the privilege of the immediate use of highway.

Subd. 67. Road tractor. "Road tractor" means every motor vehicle designed and used for drawing other
vehicles and not so constructed as to carry any load thereon either independently or any part of the weight
of a vehicle or load so drawn.

Subd. 68. Roadway. "Roadway" means that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily
used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the sidewalk or shoulder. During periods when the commissioner
allows the use of dynamic shoulder lanes as defined in subdivision 25, roadway includes that shoulder. In
the event a highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term "roadway" as used herein shall refer
to any such roadway separately but not to all such roadways collectively.

Subd. 69. Rural mail carrier vehicle. "Rural mail carrier vehicle" is a motor vehicle operated by a
rural mail carrier on a rural mail route.

Subd. 69a. Rural residential district. (a) "Rural residential district" means the territory contiguous to
and including any city street or town road that is built up with visible dwelling houses situated at intervals
averaging 300 feet or less for a distance of a quarter of a mile or more.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision, "interval" means the distance, measured along the centerline of
the roadway, between the primary access points for adjacent dwelling houses, regardless of whether the
dwelling houses are located on the same side of the road.

Subd. 70. Safety zone. "Safety zone" means the area or space officially set apart within a roadway for
the exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or is so marked or indicated by adequate signs as
to be plainly visible at all times set apart as a safety zone.

Subd. 71. School bus. (a) "School bus" means a motor vehicle used to transport pupils to or from a
school defined in section 120A.22, or to or from school-related activities, by the school or a school district,
or by someone under an agreement with the school or a school district. A school bus does not include a motor
vehicle transporting children to or from school for which parents or guardians receive direct compensation
from a school district, a motor coach operating under charter carrier authority, a transit bus providing
services as defined in section 174.22, subdivision 7, or a vehicle otherwise qualifying as a type Il vehicle
under paragraph (h), when the vehicle is properly registered and insured and being driven by an employee
or agent of a school district for nonscheduled or nonregular transportation.

(b) A school bus may be type A, type B, type C, or type D, multifunction school activity bus, or type
III as provided in paragraphs (c) to (h).
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(c) A "type A school bus" is a van conversion or bus constructed utilizing a cutaway front section vehicle
with a left-side driver's door. This definition includes two classifications: type A-I, with a gross vehicle
weight rating (GVWR) less than or equal to 14,500 pounds; and type A-II, with a GVWR greater than
14,500 pounds and less than or equal to 21,500 pounds.

(d) A "type B school bus" is constructed utilizing a stripped chassis. The entrance door is behind the
front wheels. This definition includes two classifications: type B-I, with a GVWR less than or equal to
10,000 pounds; and type B-II, with a GVWR greater than 10,000 pounds.

(e) A "type C school bus" is constructed utilizing a chassis with a hood and front fender assembly. The
entrance door is behind the front wheels. A "type C school bus" also includes a cutaway truck chassis or
truck chassis with cab, with or without a left side door, and with a GVWR greater than 21,500 pounds.

(f) A "type D school bus" is constructed utilizing a stripped chassis. The entrance door is ahead of the
front wheels.

(g) A "multifunction school activity bus" is a school bus that meets the definition of a multifunction
school activity bus in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 571.3. A vehicle that meets the definition
of a type III vehicle is not a multifunction school activity bus.

(h) A "type 11 vehicle" is restricted to passenger vehicles and buses having a maximum manufacturer's
rated seating capacity of ten or fewer people, including the driver, and a gross vehicle weight rating of
10,000 pounds or less. A "type III vehicle" must not be outwardly equipped and identified as a type A, B,
C, or D school bus or type A, B, C, or D Head Start bus. A van or bus converted to a seating capacity of
ten or fewer and placed in service on or after August 1, 1999, must have been originally manufactured to
comply with the passenger safety standards.

(i) In this subdivision, "gross vehicle weight rating" means the value specified by the manufacturer as
the loaded weight of a single vehicle.

Subd. 72. Semitrailer. "Semitrailer" means a vehicle of the trailer type so designed and used in con-
junction with a truck-tractor that a considerable part of its own weight or that of its load rests upon and is
carried by the truck-tractor and includes a trailer drawn by a truck-tractor semitrailer combination.

Subd. 73. Service vehicle. "Service vehicle" means a motor vehicle owned and operated by a person,
firm or corporation engaged in a business which includes the repairing or servicing of vehicles. The term
also includes snow removal and road maintenance equipment not operated by or under contract to the state
or a governmental subdivision.

Subd. 74. Shoulder. "Shoulder" means that part of a highway which is contiguous to the regularly
traveled portion of the highway and is on the same level as the highway. The shoulder may be pavement,
gravel, or earth.

Subd. 75. Sidewalk. "Sidewalk" means that portion of a street between the curb lines, or the lateral lines
of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.

Subd. 76. Solid tire. "Solid tire" means every tire of rubber or other resilient material which does not
depend upon compressed air for the support of the load.

Subd. 77. MS 2012 [Expired, 2008 ¢ 350 art 1 s 25; 2008 ¢ 366 art 9 s 6]
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Subd. 78. Stand or standing. "Stand or standing" means the halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or
not, otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in receiving or discharging
passengers.

Subd. 79. Stop. "Stop" means complete cessation from movement.

Subd. 80. Stopping. "Stopping" means any halting even momentarily of a vehicle, whether occupied
or not, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a
police officer or traffic-control sign or signal.

Subd. 81. Street or highway. "Street or highway" means the entire width between boundary lines of
any way or place when any part thereof is open to the use of the public, as a matter of right, for the purposes
of vehicular traffic.

Subd. 82. Through highway. "Through highway" means every highway or portion thereof at the
entrances to which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways is required by law to stop before entering
or crossing the same and when stop signs are erected as provided in this chapter.

Subd. 83. MS 2010 [Renumbered 168B.011, subd 12a]

Subd. 83a. Tow truck or towing vehicle. "Tow truck" or "towing vehicle" has the meaning given in
section 168B.011, subdivision 12a.

Subd. 84. Traffic. "Traffic" means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, streetcars, and other
conveyances, either singly or together, while using any highway for purposes of travel.

Subd. 85. Traffic-control signal. "Traffic-control signal" means any device, whether manually, elec-
trically or mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop and permitted to proceed.

Subd. 86. Trailer. "Trailer" means any vehicle designed for carrying property or passengers on its own
structure and for being drawn by a motor vehicle but does not include a trailer drawn by a truck-tractor
semitrailer combination or an auxiliary axle on a motor vehicle which carries a portion of the weight of the
motor vehicle to which it is attached.

Subd. 87. Transit bus. "Transit bus" means a bus engaged in regular route transit as defined in section
174.22, subdivision 8.

Subd. 88. Truck. "Truck" means every motor vehicle designed, used or maintained primarily for the
transportation of property.

Subd. 89. Truck-tractor. "Truck-tractor" means:

(1) a motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing other vehicles and not constructed to carry
a load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load drawn; and

(2) a motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing other vehicles used exclusively for
transporting motor vehicles or boats and capable of carrying motor vehicles or boats on its own structure.

Subd. 90. Urban district. "Urban district" means the territory contiguous to and including any city
street or town road that is built up with structures devoted to business, industry, or dwelling houses situated
at intervals of less than 100 feet for a distance of a quarter of a mile or more.
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Subd. 91. Valid license; valid driver's license. "Valid license," "valid driver's license," "valid
Minnesota driver's license," "valid standard driver's license," or other similar term, has the meaning given
in section 171.01, subdivision 49a.

Subd. 92. Vehicle. "Vehicle" means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may
be transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

Subd. 93. Wheelchair. For the purposes of this chapter, "wheelchair" is defined to include any manual
or motorized wheelchair, scooter, tricycle, or similar device used by a disabled person as a substitute for
walking.

Subd. 94. Wireless communications device. "Wireless communications device" means (1) a cellular
phone, or (2) a portable electronic device that is capable of receiving and transmitting data, including but
not limited to text messages and e-mail, without an access line for service. A wireless communications
device does not include a device that is permanently affixed to the vehicle, or a global positioning system
or navigation system when the system is used exclusively for navigation purposes.

Subd. 95. Work zone. "Work zone" means a segment of street or highway for which:

(1) a road authority or its agent is constructing, reconstructing, or maintaining the physical structure
of the roadway, which may include, but is not limited to, shoulders, features adjacent to the roadway, and
utilities and highway appurtenances, whether underground or overhead; and

(2) any of the following applies:

(i) official traffic-control devices that indicate the segment of street or highway under construction,
reconstruction, or maintenance, are erected;

(i1) one or more lanes of traffic are closed;

(iii) a flagger under section 169.06, subdivision 4a, is present;

(iv) a construction zone speed limit under section 169.14, subdivision 4, is established; or
(v) a workers present speed limit under section 169.14, subdivision 5d, is in effect.

History: (2720-151) 1937 ¢ 464 s 1; Ex1937 ¢ 38 s 1; 1939 ¢ 430 s 1; 1947 ¢ 204 s 1; 1947 ¢ 428 s
1-4; 1949 ¢ 90s 1; 1949 c 247 s 1; 1951 ¢ 114 s 1; 1951 ¢ 331 s 1; 1953 ¢ 289 s 1; 1953 ¢ 303 s 1; 1955
c536s1;1959c¢521s1; 1961 c42s1; 1963 ¢c357s1; 1971 c164s1,2;1973¢c27s1; 1974c¢379s 1;
1975¢2952; 1976 c 104 s 1; 1976 ¢ 166 s 7; 1977 ¢ 214 5 6,7; 1978 ¢ 494 s 1; 1978 ¢ 613 s 4; 1978 ¢
72781, 1978 ¢ 7395 1-5; 1981 ¢ 321 5 2; 1982 c 468 5 1,2; 1983 ¢ 198 s 4, 1983 ¢ 311 5 3-6, 1984 ¢ 403
s1; 1984 c 4175 23; 1984 ¢ 430 s 1, 1984 ¢ 549 s 26-28; 1985 ¢ 248 s 70; 1986 ¢ 310 s 1; 1986 ¢ 398 art
1352, 1986 c 444; 1987 ¢ 2555 7-13; 1987 ¢ 269 s 4, 1989 ¢ 209 art 2 s 1; 1989 ¢ 250 s 1; 1989 ¢ 307 s
2,3, 1990 ¢ 497 s 9; 1990 ¢ 5295 1,2; 1991 ¢ 1125 1; 1991 ¢ 277 s 2,17; 1991 ¢ 333 5 10,11, 1992 ¢ 513
art 3533, 1992¢ 578 s 4, 1993 ¢ 83s1; 1993 c111s1,3;,1993¢c 11755, 1993¢c 18752, 1994c 4785 1;
1994 ¢ 603 s 1,2; 1994 c 635 art 1 s 10; 1994 c 647 art 12s 11; 1995 ¢c 3 s 1, ISp1995 ¢ 3 art 2 s 30, 1996
c4i2art2s 14, 1996 ¢ 435 s 13,14, 1996 c 442 s 3,4, 1997 ¢ 143 s 5-8, 1997 c 159 art 25 17; 1Sp1997
c2s21-25; 1Spl1997 c4 art 12s 5; 1998 ¢ 397 art 11 5 3; 1998 ¢ 398 art 6 s 30; 1999 ¢ 241 art 9 s 40;
2000c 478 art2s 7, 2001 ¢ 97 s 1,5; 2001 ¢ 119 s 1, 2001 ¢ 161 s 58; 1Sp2001 c Sart2s 7, 2002 c 285 s
2,3, 1Sp2003 c 19 art 2 s 64; 2004 ¢ 294 art 25 17,18, 2005 ¢ 135 5 4,5, 1Sp2005 ¢ 6 art 3 s 36-38; 2006
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c18954;2006c231s 1;2007 c146 art8s 3; 2008 ¢ 277 art 1 s 21; 2008 ¢ 287 art 1 s 35-41; 2008 ¢
306 s 3,4; 2008 ¢ 350 art 1 s 25-29,96; 2008 ¢ 366 art 9 s 6; 2009 ¢ 56 s 1-3; 2009 ¢ 96 art 8 s 2; 2009 ¢
1345 2,3, 2009 c 158 s 2,10; 2010 ¢ 382 s 39, 2012 ¢ 287 art 3 s 23-26,56,64, 2013 ¢ 102 s 2; 2013 ¢ 125
art1s37;2013¢c 127 s27; 2014 ¢ 2555 20; 2014 c 312 art 1l s 4

NOTE: Subdivision 40a, as added by Laws 2009, chapter 158, section 2, expires July 31, 2015. Laws
2009, chapter 158, section 10, as amended by Laws 2012, chapter 287, article 3, section 56, and Laws 2014,
chapter 255, section 20.

APPLICABILITY; EXCEPTIONS
169.02 SCOPE.

Subdivision 1. Application to persons, places, and vehicles. The provisions of this chapter relating to
the operation of vehicles refer exclusively to the operation of vehicles upon highways, and upon highways,
streets, private roads, and roadways situated on property owned, leased, or occupied by the regents of the
University of Minnesota, or the University of Minnesota, except:

(1) where a different place is specifically referred to in a given section;

(2) the provisions of sections 169.09 to 169.13 apply to any person who drives, operates, or is in physical
control of a motor vehicle within this state or upon the ice of any boundary water of this state, and to any
person who drives, operates, or is in physical control of a snowmobile on a snowmobile trail within this state.

Subd. 2. Penalty for not complying with peace officer. It is a misdemeanor for any person to willfully
fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of any peace officer invested by law with authority
to direct, control, or regulate traffic.

History: (2720-152, 2720-153, 2720-154) 1937 ¢ 464 s 2-4,; 1947 ¢ 204 s 2; Ex1971 ¢ 27 s 1; 1Sp1985
c4s2;,1989c331s21; 2001 c 161 s 58, ISp2001 cSart2s7

169.022 UNIFORM APPLICATION.

The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable and uniform throughout this state and in all political
subdivisions and municipalities therein, and no local authority shall enact or enforce any rule or regulation
in conflict with the provisions of this chapter unless expressly authorized herein. Local authorities may
adopt traffic regulations which are not in conflict with the provisions of this chapter; provided, that when
any local ordinance regulating traffic covers the same subject for which a penalty is provided for in this
chapter, then the penalty provided for violation of said local ordinance shall be identical with the penalty
provided for in this chapter for the same offense.

History: (2720-157) 1937 ¢ 464 5 7; 1945 ¢ 383 s 1, 1949 ¢ 521, 1957 ¢ 130 s 1; 1959 c 665 1, 1973
c28s1;1974c23s1; 1974 ¢ 350 s 1 subd 9

169.025 APPLICATION OF MOTOR CARRIER REGULATIONS.

Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter other than section 169.67, a vehicle, driver, or carrier that
is subject to the motor carrier safety regulations incorporated in section 221.0314 or 221.605 shall comply
with the more stringent or additional requirement imposed by the motor carrier safety regulation.

History: /1988 ¢ 544 s 1, 2009 c 64 s 3
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169.03 EMERGENCY VEHICLES.

Subdivision 1. Scope. The provisions of this chapter applicable to the drivers of vehicles upon the
highways shall apply to the drivers of all vehicles owned or operated by the United States, this state, or any
county, city, town, district, or any other political subdivision of the state, subject to such specific exemptions
as are set forth in this chapter with reference to authorized emergency vehicles.

Subd. 2. Stops. The driver of any authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency
call, upon approaching a red or stop signal or any stop sign shall slow down as necessary for safety, but
may proceed cautiously past such red or stop sign or signal after sounding siren and displaying red lights,
except that a law enforcement vehicle responding to an emergency call shall sound its siren or display at
least one lighted red light to the front.

Subd. 3. One-way roadway. The driver of any authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to
any emergency call, may enter against the run of traffic on any one-way street, or highway where there is
authorized division of traffic, to facilitate traveling to the area in which an emergency has been reported;
and the provisions of this section shall not affect any cause of action arising prior to its passage.

Subd. 4. Parking at emergency scene. An authorized emergency vehicle, when at the scene of a
reported emergency, may park or stand, notwithstanding any law or ordinance to the contrary.

Subd. 5. Course of duty. No driver of any authorized emergency vehicle shall assume any special
privilege under this chapter except when such vehicle is operated in response to any emergency call or in
the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law.

Subd. 6. MS 2006 [Renumbered 169.035, subdivision 1]
Subd. 7. MS 2006 [Renumbered 169.035, subd 2]

Subd. 8. MS 2006 [Renumbered 169.035, subd 3]

Subd. 9. [Renumbered 169.022]

History: (2720-155, 2720-156) 1937 ¢ 464 s 5-7; 1945 ¢ 383 s 1; 1949 ¢ 521, 1957 ¢ 1305 1, 1959 ¢
66s1;1973¢28s1;1974¢c235s1;1974¢350s1; 1978 ¢ 739s6; 1981 ¢ 3215 3; 1985 ¢ 2485 70; 1987
c63s1;1999c241 art9s41;2000c 478 art2s 7; 2001 c24s1;2002c319s 1

169.035 EXEMPTIONS; APPLICATIONS.

Subdivision 1. Working on highway. (a) The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to persons,
motor vehicles, and other equipment while actually engaged in work upon the highway, except as provided
in paragraphs (b) and (c).

(b) This chapter shall apply to those persons and vehicles when traveling to or from such work, except
that persons operating equipment owned, rented or hired by road authorities shall be exempt from the width,
height and length provisions of sections 169.80 and 169.81 and shall be exempt from the weight limitations
of this chapter while performing the following actions on behalf of the state or a local governmental unit:

(1) while loading, readying, or moving the vehicles or equipment in preparation for combating an-
ticipated slippery road conditions or removing snow or ice;
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(2) while actually engaged in snow or ice removal or combating slippery road conditions, including but
not limited to pretreatment and anti-icing activities; or

(3) while engaged in flood control operations.

(c) Chapter 169A and section 169.444 apply to persons while actually engaged in work upon the
highway.

Subd. 2. Streetcars. Streetcars, except where otherwise specifically provided, shall be governed by the
same rules as provided in this chapter for vehicles and motor vehicles, only insofar as such rules apply
to speed, stopped at through streets and railroad tracks, and obeying signals of traffic-control devices and
rights-of-way, driving under the influence of drugs or intoxicating liquor, careless driving, and the stopping
at the scene of an accident and giving the information as required by this chapter, and following vehicles
too closely, and shall be entitled to the same rights and benefits of this chapter, as to warning, turning and
stopping signals and rights-of-way, as any vehicles or motor vehicle in the streets and highways of this state.

Subd. 3. Transportation by animal. Every person riding an animal or driving any animal drawing a
vehicle upon a roadway shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter applicable to the driver of a vehicle,
except those provisions which by their nature can have no application.

Subd. 4. Trains. (a) For purposes of this subdivision, "railroad operator" means a person who is a
locomotive engineer, conductor, member of the crew of a railroad locomotive or train, or an operator of
on-track equipment.

(b) A peace officer may not issue a citation for violation of this chapter or chapter 171 to a railroad
operator involving the operation of a railroad locomotive or train, or on-track equipment while being
operated upon rails.

(c) Notwithstanding section 171.08, a railroad operator is not required to display or furnish a driver's
license to a peace officer in connection with the operation of a railroad locomotive or train, or on-track
equipment while being operated upon rails.

History: (2720-155, 2720-156) 1937 ¢ 464 s 5-7; 1945 ¢ 383 s 1; 1949 ¢ 521, 1957 ¢ 1305 1, 1959 ¢
66s1;1973¢28s1;1974¢c235s1;1974¢350s1; 1978 ¢ 739s6; 1981 ¢ 3215 3; 1985 ¢ 2485 70; 1987
c63s1;1999¢c241 art9s41; 2000c 478 art2s 7, 2001 c24s1;2002¢319s1;2012¢c287 art4s 15,16

169.04 LOCAL AUTHORITY.

(a) The provisions of this chapter shall not be deemed to prevent local authorities, with respect to streets
and highways under their jurisdiction, and with the consent of the commissioner, with respect to state trunk
highways, within the corporate limits of a municipality, or within the limits of a town in a county in this
state now having or which may hereafter have, a population of 500,000 or more, and a land area of not more
than 600 square miles, and within the reasonable exercise of the police power from:

(1) regulating the standing or parking of vehicles;

(2) regulating traffic by means of police officers or traffic-control signals;

(3) regulating or prohibiting processions or assemblages on the highways;

(4) designating particular highways as one-way roadways and requiring that all vehicles, except

emergency vehicles, when on an emergency run, thereon be moved in one specific direction;
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(5) designating any highway as a through highway and requiring that all vehicles stop before entering
or crossing the same, or designating any intersection as a stop intersection, and requiring all vehicles to stop
at one or more entrances to such intersections;

(6) restricting the use of highways as authorized in sections 169.80 to 169.88.

(b) No ordinance or regulation enacted under paragraph (a), clause (4), (5), or (6), shall be effective
until signs giving notice of such local traffic regulations are posted upon and kept posted upon or at the
entrance to the highway or part thereof affected as may be most appropriate.

(c) No ordinance or regulation enacted under paragraph (a), clause (3), or any other provision of law
shall prohibit:

(1) the use of motorcycles or vehicles utilizing flashing red lights for the purpose of escorting funeral
processions, oversize buildings, heavy equipment, parades or similar processions or assemblages on the
highways; or

(2) the use of motorcycles or vehicles that are owned by the funeral home and that utilize flashing red
lights for the purpose of escorting funeral processions.

History: (2720-158) 1937 ¢ 464 5 8; 1939 ¢ 359; 1957 ¢ 1305 2; 1969 c 4295 1; 2002 ¢ 316 s 1
TOWING

169.041 Subdivision 1. MS 2010 [Renumbered 168B.035, subdivision 1]

Subd. 2. MS 2010 [Renumbered 168B.035, subd 2]

Subd. 3. [Repealed, 2010 ¢ 351 s 74]

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 2010 ¢ 351 s 74]

Subd. 5. MS 2010 [Renumbered 168B.035, subd 3]

Subd. 5a. MS 2010 [Renumbered 168B.035, subd 4]

Subd. 6. MS 2010 [Renumbered 168B.035, subd 5]

Subd. 7. MS 2010 [Renumbered 168B.035, subd 6]

169.042 TOWING; NOTICE TO VICTIM OF VEHICLE THEFT.

Subdivision 1. Notification. The law enforcement agency that originally received the report of a vehicle
theft shall make a reasonable and good-faith effort to notify the victim of the reported vehicle theft within
48 hours after recovering the vehicle or receiving notification that the vehicle has been recovered. The
notice must specify when the recovering law enforcement agency expects to release the vehicle to the owner
and where the owner may pick up the vehicle. The law enforcement agency that recovers the vehicle must
promptly inform the agency that received the theft report that the vehicle is recovered, where the vehicle is
located, and when the vehicle can be released to the owner.

Subd. 2. Violation dismissal. A traffic violation citation given to the owner of the vehicle as a result
of the vehicle theft must be dismissed if the owner presents, by mail or in person, a police report or other
verification that the vehicle was stolen at the time of the violation.

History: 1993 c 326 art6s 1, 1997 c 239 art 7 s 1
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APPLICABILITY; LOCAL OR PRIVATE ROAD
169.045 SPECIAL VEHICLE USE ON ROADWAY.

Subdivision 1. Designation of roadway, permit. The governing body of any county, home rule charter
or statutory city, or town may by ordinance authorize the operation of motorized golf carts, all-terrain
vehicles, utility task vehicles, or mini trucks, on designated roadways or portions thereof under its ju-
risdiction. Authorization to operate a motorized golf cart, all-terrain vehicle, utility task vehicle, or mini
truck is by permit only. For purposes of this section:

(1) an all-terrain vehicle has the meaning given in section 84.92;
(2) a mini truck has the meaning given in section 169.011, subdivision 40a; and

(3) autility task vehicle means a side-by-side, four-wheel drive, off-road vehicle that has four wheels, is
propelled by an internal combustion engine with a piston displacement capacity of 1,200 cubic centimeters
or less, and has a total dry weight of 1,800 but less than 2,600 pounds.

Subd. 2. Ordinance. The ordinance shall designate the roadways, prescribe the form of the application
for the permit, require evidence of insurance complying with the provisions of section 65B.48, subdivision 5
and may prescribe conditions, not inconsistent with the provisions of this section, under which a permit may
be granted. Permits may be granted for a period not to exceed three years, and may be renewed. A permit
may be revoked at any time if there is evidence that the permittee cannot safely operate the motorized golf
cart, all-terrain vehicle, utility task vehicle, or mini truck on the designated roadways. The ordinance may
require, as a condition to obtaining a permit, that the applicant submit a certificate signed by a physician
that the applicant is able to safely operate a motorized golf cart, all-terrain vehicle, utility task vehicle, or
mini truck on the roadways designated.

Subd. 3. Times of operation. Motorized golf carts, all-terrain vehicles, and utility task vehicles may
only be operated on designated roadways from sunrise to sunset, unless equipped with original equipment
headlights, taillights, and rear-facing brake lights. They shall not be operated in inclement weather, except
during emergency conditions as provided in the ordinance, or when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke,
fog or other conditions, or at any time when there is insufficient visibility to clearly see persons and vehicles
on the roadway at a distance of 500 feet.

Subd. 4. Slow-moving vehicle emblem. Motorized golf carts shall display the slow-moving vehicle
emblem provided for in section 169.522, when operated on designated roadways.

Subd. 5. Crossing intersecting highways. The operator, under permit, of a motorized golf cart, all-
terrain vehicle, utility task vehicle, or mini truck may cross any street or highway intersecting a designated
roadway.

Subd. 6. Application of traffic laws. Every person operating a motorized golf cart, all-terrain vehicle,
utility task vehicle, or mini truck under permit on designated roadways has all the rights and duties applicable
to the driver of any other vehicle under the provisions of this chapter, except when those provisions cannot
reasonably be applied to motorized golf carts, all-terrain vehicles, utility task vehicles, or mini trucks and
except as otherwise specifically provided in subdivision 7.

Subd. 7. Nonapplication of certain laws. The provisions of chapter 171 are applicable to persons
operating mini trucks, but are not applicable to persons operating motorized golf carts, utility task vehicles,
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or all-terrain vehicles under permit on designated roadways pursuant to this section. Except for the re-
quirements of section 169.70, the provisions of this chapter relating to equipment on vehicles are not ap-
plicable to motorized golf carts, utility task vehicles, or all-terrain vehicles operating, under permit, on
designated roadways.

Subd. 7a. Required equipment on mini trucks. Notwithstanding sections 169.48 to 169.68, or any
other law, a mini truck may be operated under permit on designated roadways if it is equipped with:

(1) at least two headlamps;
(2) at least two taillamps;
(3) front and rear turn-signal lamps;

(4) an exterior mirror mounted on the driver's side of the vehicle and either (i) an exterior mirror mounted
on the passenger's side of the vehicle or (ii) an interior mirror;

(5) a windshield;
(6) a seat belt for the driver and front passenger; and
(7) a parking brake.

Subd. 8. Insurance. In the event persons operating a motorized golf cart, utility task vehicle, all-terrain
vehicle, or mini truck under this section cannot obtain liability insurance in the private market, that person
may purchase automobile insurance, including no-fault coverage, from the Minnesota Automobile Insurance
Plan under sections 65B.01 to 65B.12, at a rate to be determined by the commissioner of commerce.

History: 1982 ¢ 549 s 2; 1986 ¢ 452 s 19; 1Sp1986 ¢ 3 art 2 s 12; 1987 ¢ 337 s 121,122; 1997 ¢ 159
art2s 18; 2009 ¢ 158 5 3,10; 2011 ¢ 107 s 89-95; 2012 ¢ 287 art 3 5 56; 2014 ¢ 255 5 20

NOTE: The amendments to this section by Laws 2009, chapter 158, section 3, expire July 31, 2015.
Laws 2009, chapter 158, section 10, as amended by Laws 2012, chapter 287, article 3, section 56, and Laws
2014, chapter 255, section 20.

169.05 PRIVATE ROADWAYS.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the owner of real property used by the public for
purposes of vehicular travel by permission of the owner and not as a matter of right, from prohibiting such
use, or from requiring other or different or additional conditions than those specified in this chapter, or
otherwise regulating such use as may seem best to such owner.

History: (2720-159) 1937 ¢ 464 s 9
SIGNS AND SIGNALS
169.06 SIGNS, SIGNALS, MARKINGS.

Subdivision 1. Uniform system. The commissioner shall adopt a manual and specifications for a
uniform system of traffic-control devices consistent with the provisions of this chapter for use upon
highways within this state. Such uniform system shall correlate with and so far as possible conform to the
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system then current as approved by the American Association of State Highway Officials. The manual and
specifications must include the design and wording of minimum-maintenance road signs. The adoption of
the manual and specifications by the commissioner as herein provided is specifically exempted from chapter
14, including section 14.386.

Subd. 2. Placement and maintenance on trunk highway. (a) The commissioner shall place and
maintain such traffic-control devices, conforming to the manual and specifications, upon all state trunk
highways as the commissioner shall deem necessary to indicate and to carry out the provisions of this chapter
or to regulate, warn, or guide traffic. The commissioner may construct and maintain signs at the entrance
of each city, which sign shall have placed thereon the name of the city and the population thereof. The
commissioner may construct and maintain other directional signs upon the trunk highways and such signs
shall be uniform. The commissioner may authorize variations from the manual and specifications for the
purpose of investigation and research into the use and development of traffic-control devices. When such
authorized variation pertains to the regulation of traffic, notice of the intended regulatory purpose shall be
published in a qualified newspaper of general circulation in the area where the research is being conducted.

(b) No other authority shall place or maintain any traffic-control device upon any highway under the
jurisdiction of the commissioner except by the latter's permission.

Subd. 3. Placement and maintenance by local authority. Local authorities in their respective juris-
dictions shall place and maintain such traffic-control devices upon highways under their jurisdiction as they
may deem necessary to indicate and to carry out the provisions of this chapter or local traffic ordinances,
or to regulate, warn, or guide traffic. All such traffic-control devices hereafter erected shall conform to the
state manual and specifications.

Subd. 4. Obedience to traffic-control signal or authorized persons; presumptions. (a) The driver
of any vehicle shall obey the instructions of any official traffic-control device applicable thereto placed in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, unless otherwise directed by a police officer or by a flagger
authorized under this subdivision, subject to the exceptions granted the driver of an authorized emergency
vehicle in this chapter.

(b) No provision of this chapter for which official traffic-control devices are required shall be enforced
against an alleged violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation an official device is not in proper
position and sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. Whenever a particular section
does not state that official traffic-control devices are required, such section shall be effective even though
no devices are erected or in place.

(c) Whenever official traffic-control devices are placed in position approximately conforming to the
requirements of this chapter, such devices shall be presumed to have been so placed by the official act or
direction of lawful authority, unless the contrary shall be established by competent evidence.

(d) Any official traffic-control device placed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter and purporting
to conform to the lawful requirements pertaining to such devices shall be presumed to comply with the
requirements of this chapter, unless the contrary shall be established by competent evidence.

(e) An overdimensional load escort driver with a certificate issued under section 299D.085, while acting
as a flagger escorting a legal overdimensional load, may stop vehicles and hold vehicles in place until it
is safe for the vehicles to proceed. A person operating a motor vehicle that has been stopped by an escort
driver acting as a flagger may proceed only on instruction by the flagger or a police officer.
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(f) A person may stop and hold vehicles in place until it is safe for the vehicles to proceed, if the
person: (1) holds a motorcycle road guard certificate issued under section 171.60; (2) meets the safety and
equipment standards for operating under the certificate; (3) is acting as a flagger escorting a motorcycle
group ride; (4) has notified each statutory or home rule charter city through which the motorcycle group
is proceeding; and (5) has obtained consent from the chief of police, or the chief's designee, of any city of
the first class through which the group is proceeding. A flagger operating as provided under this paragraph
may direct operators of motorcycles within a motorcycle group ride or other vehicle traffic, notwithstanding
any contrary indication of a traffic-control device, including stop signs or traffic-control signals. A person
operating a vehicle that has been stopped by a flagger under this paragraph may proceed only on instruction
by the flagger or a police officer.

[See Note.]

Subd. 4a. Obedience to work zone flagger; violation, penalty. (a) A flagger in a work zone may stop
vehicles and hold vehicles in place until it is safe for the vehicles to proceed. A person operating a motor
vehicle that has been stopped by a flagger in a work zone may proceed after stopping only on instruction
by the flagger or a police officer.

(b) A person convicted of operating a motor vehicle in violation of a speed limit in a work zone, or any
other provision of this section while in a work zone, shall be required to pay a fine of $300. This fine is in
addition to the surcharge under section 357.021, subdivision 6.

(c) If a motor vehicle is operated in violation of paragraph (a), the owner of the vehicle, or for a leased
motor vehicle the lessee of the vehicle, is guilty of a petty misdemeanor and is subject to a fine as provided in
paragraph (b). The owner or lessee may not be fined under this paragraph if (1) another person is convicted
for that violation, or (2) the motor vehicle was stolen at the time of the violation. This paragraph does not
apply to a lessor of a motor vehicle if the lessor keeps a record of the name and address of the lessee.

(d) Paragraph (c) does not prohibit or limit the prosecution of a motor vehicle operator for violating
paragraph (a).

(e) A violation under paragraph (c) does not constitute grounds for revocation or suspension of a driver's
license.

Subd. 5. Traffic-control signal. (a) Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic-control signals exhibiting
different colored lights, or colored lighted arrows, successively one at a time or in combination, only the
colors Green, Red, and Yellow shall be used, except for special pedestrian signals carrying a word or legend.
The traffic-control signal lights or colored lighted arrows indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and
pedestrians as follows:

(1) Green indication:

(1) Vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal may proceed straight through or turn right or left
unless a sign prohibits either turn. But vehicular traffic, including vehicles turning right or left, shall yield
the right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or adjacent crosswalk
at the time this signal is exhibited. Vehicular traffic turning left or making a U-turn to the left shall yield
the right-of-way to other vehicles approaching from the opposite direction so closely as to constitute an
immediate hazard.

(i1) Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal, shown alone or in combination with another indication,
may cautiously enter the intersection only to make the movement indicated by the arrow, or other movement
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as permitted by other indications shown at the same time. Vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-way to
pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.

(iii) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided in subdivision 6, pedestrians
facing any green signal, except when the sole green signal is a turn arrow, may proceed across the roadway
within any marked or unmarked crosswalk. Every driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to such
pedestrian, except that the pedestrian shall yield the right-of-way to vehicles lawfully within the intersection
at the time that the green signal indication is first shown.

(2) Steady yellow indication:

(1) Vehicular traffic facing a steady circular yellow or yellow arrow signal is thereby warned that the
related green movement is being terminated or that a red indication will be exhibited immediately thereafter
when vehicular traffic must not enter the intersection, except for the continued movement allowed by any
green arrow indication simultaneously exhibited.

(i1) Pedestrians facing a circular yellow signal, unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal
as provided in subdivision 6, are thereby advised that there is insufficient time to cross the roadway before
a red indication is shown and no pedestrian shall then start to cross the roadway.

(3) Steady red indication:

(i) Vehicular traffic facing a circular red signal alone must stop at a clearly marked stop line but, if
none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if none, then before entering
the intersection and shall remain standing until a green indication is shown, except as follows: (A) the
driver of a vehicle stopped as close as practicable at the entrance to the crosswalk on the near side of the
intersection or, if none, then at the entrance to the intersection in obedience to a red or stop signal, and
with the intention of making a right turn may make the right turn, after stopping, unless an official sign has
been erected prohibiting such movement, but shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and other traffic
lawfully proceeding as directed by the signal at that intersection; or (B) the driver of a vehicle on a one-
way street intersecting another one-way street on which traffic moves to the left shall stop in obedience to
a red or stop signal and may then make a left turn into the one-way street, unless an official sign has been
erected prohibiting the movement, but shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and other traffic lawfully
proceeding as directed by the signal at that intersection.

(i1) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided in subdivision 6, pedestrians
facing a steady red signal alone shall not enter the roadway.

(ii1) Vehicular traffic facing a steady red arrow signal, with the intention of making a movement
indicated by the arrow, must stop at a clearly marked stop line but, if none, before entering the crosswalk on
the near side of the intersection or, if none, then before entering the intersection and must remain standing
until a permissive signal indication permitting the movement indicated by the red arrow is displayed, except
as follows: when an official sign has been erected permitting a turn on a red arrow signal, the vehicular traffic
facing a red arrow signal indication is permitted to enter the intersection to turn right, or to turn left from
a one-way street into a one-way street on which traffic moves to the left, after stopping, but must yield the
right-of-way to pedestrians and other traffic lawfully proceeding as directed by the signal at that intersection.

(b) In the event an official traffic-control signal is erected and maintained at a place other than an
intersection, the provisions of this section are applicable except those which can have no application. Any
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stop required must be made at a sign or marking on the pavement indicating where the stop must be made,
but in the absence of any such sign or marking the stop must be made at the signal.

(c) When a traffic-control signal indication or indications placed to control a certain movement or lane
are so identified by placing a sign near the indication or indications, no other traffic-control signal indication
or indications within the intersection controls vehicular traffic for that movement or lane.

Subd. 5a. Traffic-control signal; override system. All electronic traffic-control signals installed by a
road authority on and after January 1, 1995, must be prewired to facilitate a later addition of a system that
allows the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle to activate a green traffic signal for the vehicle.

Subd. 5b. Possession of traffic signal-override device. (a) For purposes of this subdivision, "traffic
signal-override device" means a device located in a motor vehicle that permits activation of a traffic signal-
override system described in subdivision 5a.

(b) No person may operate a motor vehicle that contains a traffic signal-override device, other than:
(1) an authorized emergency vehicle described in section 169.011, subdivision 3, clause (1), (2), or (3);

(2) avehicle, including a rail vehicle, engaged in providing bus rapid transit service or light rail transit
service;

(3) a signal maintenance vehicle of a road authority; or
(4) a vehicle authorized to contain such a device by order of the commissioner of public safety.
(c) No person may possess a traffic signal-override device, other than:

(1) a person authorized to operate a vehicle described in paragraph (b), clauses (1) and (2), but only
for use in that vehicle;

(2) a person authorized by a road authority to perform signal maintenance, while engaged in such
maintenance; or

(3) a person authorized by order of the commissioner of public safety to possess a traffic signal-override
device, but only to the extent authorized in the order.

(d) A violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor.

Subd. 6. Pedestrian control signal. (a) Whenever special pedestrian-control signals exhibiting the
words "Walk" or "Don't Walk" or symbols of a "walking person" or "upraised hand" are in place, the signals
or symbols indicate as follows:

(1) A steady "Walk" signal or the symbol of a "walking person" indicates that a pedestrian facing either
of these signals may proceed across the roadway in the direction of the signal, possibly in conflict with
turning vehicles. Every driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to such pedestrian except that the
pedestrian shall yield the right-of-way to vehicles lawfully within the intersection at the time that either
signal indication is first shown.

(2) A "Don't Walk" signal or the symbol of an "upraised hand," flashing or steady, indicates that a
pedestrian shall not start to cross the roadway in the direction of either signal, but any pedestrian who has
partially crossed on the "Walk" or "walking person" signal indication shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety
island while the signal is showing.
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(b) A pedestrian crossing a roadway in conformity with this section is lawfully within the intersection
and, when in a crosswalk, is lawfully within the crosswalk.

Subd. 7. Flashing signal. When flashing red or yellow signals are used they shall require obedience
by vehicular traffic as follows:

(a) When a circular red lens is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop
at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection,
or if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching
traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering the intersection, and the right to proceed shall be subject
to the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign.

(b) When a red arrow lens is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes drivers of vehicles with the
intention of making a movement indicated by the arrow shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none,
before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if none, then at the point nearest the
intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before
entering the intersection, and the right to proceed shall be subject to the rules applicable after making a
stop at a stop sign.

(c) When a circular yellow lens is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may
proceed through the intersection or past the signals only with caution. Vehicular traffic, including vehicles
turning right or left, shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within the
intersection or adjacent crosswalk at the time this signal is exhibited. Vehicular traffic turning left or making
a U-turn to the left shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles approaching from the opposite direction
so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard.

(d) When a yellow arrow indication is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles
with the intention of making a movement indicated by the arrow may proceed through the intersection
or past the signals only with caution, but shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians
lawfully within the intersection or adjacent crosswalk at the time this signal is exhibited. Vehicular traffic
turning left or making a U-turn to the left shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles approaching from
the opposite direction so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard.

Subd. 8. Lane-direction-control signal. When lane-direction-control signals are placed over individual
lanes of a street or highway, vehicular traffic may travel in lanes as follows:

(a) Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow indication is permitted to drive in the lane over which the
arrow signal is located.

(b) Vehicular traffic facing a red "X" indication shall not drive in the lane over which the signal is
located.

(¢) Vehicular traffic facing a steady yellow "X" indication is thereby warned that use of the lane over
which the signal is located is being terminated, or that a red "X" indication will be exhibited immediately
thereafter when vehicular traffic shall not drive in the lane.

(d) Vehicular traffic facing a yellow "X" indication illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes is
permitted to use a lane over which the signal is located for a left turn or for a passing maneuver, using
proper caution.
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Subd. 9. Affirmative defense relating to unchanging traffic-control signal. (a) A person operating
a bicycle or motorcycle who violates subdivision 4 by entering or crossing an intersection controlled by a
traffic-control signal against a red light has an affirmative defense to that charge if the person establishes
all of the following conditions:

(1) the bicycle or motorcycle has been brought to a complete stop;
(2) the traffic-control signal continues to show a red light for an unreasonable time;

(3) the traffic-control signal is apparently malfunctioning or, if programmed or engineered to change to
a green light only after detecting the approach of a motor vehicle, the signal has apparently failed to detect
the arrival of the bicycle or motorcycle; and

(4) no motor vehicle or person is approaching on the street or highway to be crossed or entered or is so
far away from the intersection that it does not constitute an immediate hazard.

(b) The affirmative defense in this subdivision applies only to a violation for entering or crossing an
intersection controlled by a traffic-control signal against a red light and does not provide a defense to any
other civil or criminal action.

History: (2720-160, 2720-161, 2720-162, 2720-163, 2720-164, 2720-165) 1937 ¢ 464 s 10-15; 1939
c413; 1941 ¢ 419; 1947 ¢ 428 s 5,6, 1955 ¢ 325 s 1; 1957 ¢ 369 s 1; 1961 ¢ 31 s 1; 1963 ¢ 357 s 2-4;
1965c¢31s1;1965¢ 51523, 1965¢1335s51;1969c¢876s 1-6; 1971 c17s1;1973c 123 art5s7; 1975
c49 s 1; 1982 ¢ 424 s 130; 1985 ¢ 215 s 2; 1986 ¢ 444; 1993 ¢ 115 s 1; 1994 ¢ 635 art 1 s 11; 1995 ¢
233 art 25 56; 1997 ¢ 159 art 2. s 19; 1997 ¢ 187 art 5 s 24; 2002 ¢ 371 art 1 s 42; 2005 ¢ 136 art 18 s
1; I1Sp2005 ¢ 6 art 3 5 39,40; 2008 ¢ 287 art 1 s 44, 2010 ¢ 232 s 1, 2010 ¢ 311 s 1,4; 2012 ¢ 287 art 3
s27;art4s 17,18, 2014 c 312 art 11 s 5,6

NOTE: The amendment to subdivision 4 by Laws 2012, chapter 287, article 3, section 27, is effective
August 4, 2015. Laws 2012, chapter 287, article 3, section 27, the effective date.

169.07 UNAUTHORIZED SIGN, SIGNAL, OR MARKING.

(a) No person shall place, maintain, or display upon or in view of any highway any unauthorized sign,
signal, marking, or device which purports to be or is an imitation of or resembles an official traffic-control
device or railroad sign or signal, or which attempts to direct the movement of traffic, or which hides from
view or interferes with the effectiveness of any official traffic-control device or any railroad sign or signal,
and no person shall place or maintain, nor shall any public authority permit, upon any highway any traffic
sign or signal bearing thereon any commercial advertising. This shall not be deemed to prohibit (1) the
erection upon private property adjacent to highways of signs giving useful directional information and of
a type that cannot be mistaken for official signs, or (2) the temporary placement by auctioneers licensed
or exempt from licensing under section 330.01, for a period of not more than eight consecutive hours, on
or adjacent to the right-of-way of a highway not more than four signs directing motorists to the location
of an auction.

(b) Every such prohibited sign, signal, or marking is hereby declared to be a public nuisance, and the
authority having jurisdiction over the highways is hereby empowered to remove the same, or cause it to
be removed, without notice.

History: (2720-166) 1937 ¢ 464 s 16, 1986 ¢ 454 s 18; 1996 ¢ 455 art 3 s 19
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169.072 UNAUTHORIZED MAILBOX INSTALLATION.

Subdivision 1. Public hazard. A mailbox installation or support on a public highway that does not meet
the breakaway and location standards contained in rules adopted under subdivision 2 is declared to be a
public nuisance, a road hazard, and a danger to the health and safety of the traveling public.

Subd. 2. Standards; rulemaking. The commissioner shall by January 1, 1993, adopt rules that provide
for standards and permissible locations of mailbox installations and supports on a street or highway. The
commissioner shall base the rules substantially on federal highway administration regulations or recom-
mendations, or other national standards or recommendations regarding the location and construction of safe,
breakaway mailbox installations or supports. In adopting the rules, the commissioner shall consider the
safety of the traveling public relative to the convenience and expense of owners of nonconforming mailbox
installations or supports. The commissioner may provide for alternative standards to allow variances from
the rules.

Subd. 3. Removal, notice. (a) After adoption of the rules authorized under subdivision 2, the com-
missioner or aroad authority as defined in section 160.02, subdivision 25, may remove and replace a mailbox
installation or support that is (1) located on a street or highway under the jurisdiction of the commissioner
or road authority, and (2) does not conform to the rules adopted under subdivision 2. The commissioner or
road authority may remove and replace a nonconforming mailbox installation or support not less than 60
days after giving notice, by personal notice or certified mail to the owner or the resident at the address served
by the mailbox, of its intent to remove and replace the installation or support. The commissioner or road
authority may charge the owner or resident not more than $75 for the cost of the removal and replacement.

(b) The notice must at a minimum:
(1) inform the owner of the nonconforming installation or support;

(2) inform the owner or resident of the applicable law and rules, including the rules that contain the
standards for mailbox installations and supports on public streets and highways;

(3) inform the owner or resident that the owner or resident must remove the installation or support or
bring it into compliance with the rules within 60 days of the date of the notice;

(4) inform the owner or resident of the applicable laws and rules and the standards for mailbox in-
stallations and supports on public streets and highways, and provide plans or diagrams of examples of
conforming installations or supports;

(5) inform the owner or resident that if the nonconforming installation or support is not removed or
replaced within 60 days of the date of the notice, the commissioner or road authority may remove and replace
the installation or support at a cost of up to $75 to the owner or resident; and

(6) inform the owner or resident that where the replacement is made in conjunction with certain federally
aided highway construction projects the replacement may be made at partial or no cost to the owner or
resident.

History: /991 ¢ 339s 6
169.073 PROHIBITED LIGHT OR SIGNAL.
(a) No person or corporation shall place, maintain or display any red light or red sign, signal, or lighting

device or maintain it in view of any highway or any line of railroad on or over which trains are operated in
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such a way as to interfere with the effectiveness or efficiency of any highway traffic-control device or signals
or devices used in the operation of a railroad. Upon written notice from the commissioner of transportation,
a person or corporation maintaining or owning or displaying a prohibited light shall promptly remove it,
or change the color of it to some other color than red. Where a prohibited light or sign interferes with the
effectiveness or efficiency of the signals or devices used in the operation of a railroad, the Department of
Transportation may cause the removal of it and the department may issue notices and orders for its removal.
The department shall proceed as provided in sections 216.13, 216.14, 216.15, 216.16, and 216.17, with a
right of appeal to the aggrieved party in accordance with chapter 14.

(b) No person or corporation shall maintain or display any light after written notice from the com-
missioner of transportation that the light constitutes a traffic hazard and that the commissioner has ordered
the removal thereof.

History: 1943 ¢ 141; 1961 ¢ 560 s 15; 1971 ¢ 255 67, Ex1971 ¢ 27 5 2; 1976 ¢ 166 s 7; 1983 ¢ 247
569, 1Sp2001 c4 art 6s 24, 2002 c 379 art 1 s 52

169.08 UNLAWFUL TO POSSESS, ALTER, DEFACE, OR REMOVE SIGN.

No person shall, without lawful authority, possess, or attempt to or in fact alter, deface, injure, knock
down, or remove any official traffic-control device or any railroad sign or signal or any inscription, shield,
or insignia thereon, or any other part thereof. A person who voluntarily notifies a law enforcement agency
that the person is in possession of such an article, and who returns the article within ten days after gaining
possession thereof, shall not be subject to prosecution for such possession.

History: (2720-167) 1937 ¢ 464 s 17; 1978 ¢ 638 s 1, 1986 ¢ 444
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
169.09 ACCIDENTS.

Subdivision 1. Driver to stop for collision; injury or death. The driver of any motor vehicle involved
in a collision shall immediately stop the vehicle at the scene of the collision, or as close to the scene as
possible, and reasonably investigate what was struck. If the driver knows or has reason to know the collision
resulted in injury to or death of another, the driver in every event shall remain at the scene of the collision
until the driver has fulfilled the requirements of this section as to the giving of information. The stop must
be made without unnecessarily obstructing traffic.

Subd. 2. Driver to stop for collision; attended vehicle. The driver of any motor vehicle involved in a
collision shall immediately stop the motor vehicle at the scene of the collision, or as close to the collision
as possible, and reasonably investigate what was struck. If the driver knows or has reason to know the
collision involves damage to a vehicle driven or attended by another, the driver in every event shall remain
at the scene of the collision until the driver has fulfilled the requirements of this section as to the giving of
information. The stop must be made without unnecessarily obstructing traffic.

Subd. 3. Driver to give information. (a) The driver of any motor vehicle involved in a collision the
driver knows or has reason to know results in bodily injury to or death of another, or damage to any vehicle
driven or attended by another, shall give the driver's name, address, and date of birth and the registration
plate number of the vehicle being driven. The driver shall, upon request and if available, exhibit the driver's
license or permit to drive to the individual struck or the driver or occupant of or individual attending any

Copyright © 2014 by the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.



169.09 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2014 32

vehicle collided with. The driver also shall give the information and upon request exhibit the license or
permit to any peace officer at the scene of the collision or who is investigating the collision. The driver shall
render reasonable assistance to any individual injured in the collision.

(b) If not given at the scene of the collision, the driver, within 72 hours after the accident, shall give,
on request to any individual involved in the collision or to a peace officer investigating the collision, the
name and address of the insurer providing vehicle liability insurance coverage, and the local insurance agent
for the insurer.

Subd. 4. Driver to stop for collision; unattended vehicle. The driver of any motor vehicle involved
in a collision shall immediately stop the vehicle at the scene of the collision, or as close to the scene as
possible, and reasonably investigate what was struck. If the driver knows or has reason to know the collision
resulted in damage to any unattended vehicle, the driver must either locate and notify the driver or owner of
the vehicle of the name and address of the driver and registered owner of the vehicle striking the unattended
vehicle, report this same information to a peace officer, or leave in a conspicuous place in or secured to the
vehicle struck, a written notice giving the name and address of the driver and of the registered owner of the
vehicle doing the striking. The stop must be made without unnecessarily obstructing traffic.

Subd. 5. Notify owner of damaged property. If the driver of any vehicle involved in a collision knows
or has reason to know the collision resulted only in damage to fixtures legally upon or adjacent to a highway,
the driver shall take reasonable steps to locate and notify the owner or person in charge of the property of
that fact, of the driver's name and address, and of the registration plate number of the vehicle being driven
and shall, upon request and if available, exhibit the driver's license, and make an accident report in every
case. The report must be made in the same manner as a report made pursuant to subdivision 7.

Subd. 5a. Driver deemed agent of owner. Whenever any motor vehicle shall be operated within this
state, by any person other than the owner, with the consent of the owner, express or implied, the operator
thereof shall in case of accident, be deemed the agent of the owner of such motor vehicle in the operation
thereof.

[See Note.]

Subd. 6. Notice of personal injury. The driver of a vehicle involved in a collision resulting in bodily
injury to or death of another shall, after compliance with this section and by the quickest means of com-
munication, give notice of the collision to the local police department if the collision occurs within a mu-
nicipality, to a State Patrol officer if the collision occurs on a trunk highway, or to the office of the sheriff
of the county.

Subd. 7. Accident report to commissioner. (a) The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting
in bodily injury to or death of any individual or total property damage to an apparent extent of $1,000 or
more, shall forward a written report of the accident to the commissioner of public safety within ten days of
the accident. On the required report, the driver shall provide the commissioner with the name and policy
number of the insurer providing vehicle liability insurance coverage at the time of the accident.

(b) On determining that the original report of any driver of a vehicle involved in an accident of which
report must be made as provided in this section is insufficient, the commissioner of public safety may require
the driver to file supplementary information.

Subd. 8. Officer to report accident to commissioner. A peace officer who, in the regular course of
duty, investigates an accident that must be reported under this section shall, within ten days after the date
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of the accident, forward an electronic or written report of the accident as prescribed by the commissioner
of public safety.

Subd. 9. Accident report format. The commissioner of public safety shall prescribe the format for the
accident reports required under this section. Upon request the commissioner shall make available the format
to police departments, coroners, sheriffs, garages, and other suitable agencies or individuals. The electronic
or written report to be completed by individuals involved in accidents and by investigating peace officers
must disclose the causes, existing conditions, and the individuals and vehicles involved.

Subd. 10. [Repealed, 2005 ¢ 163 s 89]

Subd. 11. Coroner to report death. Every coroner or other official performing like functions shall
report in writing to the commissioner of public safety the death of any individual within the coroner's ju-
risdiction as the result of an accident involving a vehicle and the circumstances of the accident. The report
must be made within 15 days after the death.

In the case of drivers killed in vehicle accidents and of the death of pedestrians 16 years of age or
older, who die within four hours after an accident, the coroner or other official performing like functions
shall examine the body and shall make tests as are necessary to determine the presence and percentage
concentration of alcohol, and drugs if feasible, in the blood of the victim. This information must be included
in each report submitted pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision and shall be tabulated on a monthly
basis by the commissioner of public safety. This information may be used only for statistical purposes that
do not reveal the identity of the deceased.

Subd. 12. Garage to report bullet damage. The individual in charge of any garage or repair shop to
which is brought any vehicle that shows evidence of having been struck by any bullet shall immediately
report to the local police or sheriff and to the commissioner of public safety within 24 hours after the vehicle
is received, giving the engine number if any, registration plate number, and the name and address of the
registered owner or operator of the vehicle.

Subd. 13. Reports confidential; evidence, fee, penalty, appropriation. (a) All reports and sup-
plemental information required under this section must be for the use of the commissioner of public safety
and other appropriate state, federal, county, and municipal governmental agencies for accident analysis
purposes, except:

(1) upon written request, the commissioner of public safety or any law enforcement agency shall disclose
the report required under subdivision 8 to:

(i) any individual involved in the accident, the representative of the individual's estate, or the surviving
spouse, or one or more surviving next of kin, or a trustee appointed under section 573.02;

(ii) any other person injured in person, property, or means of support, or who incurs other pecuniary
loss by virtue of the accident;

(ii1) legal counsel of a person described in item (i) or (ii); or
(iv) a representative of the insurer of any person described in item (i) or (ii);

(2) the commissioner of public safety shall, upon written request, provide the driver filing a report under
subdivision 7 with a copy of the report filed by the driver;
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(3) the commissioner of public safety may verify with insurance companies vehicle insurance in-
formation to enforce sections 65B.48, 169.792, 169.793, 169.796, and 169.797;

(4) the commissioner of public safety shall provide the commissioner of transportation the information
obtained for each traffic accident involving a commercial motor vehicle, for purposes of administering
commercial vehicle safety regulations;

(5) upon specific request, the commissioner of public safety shall provide the commissioner of trans-
portation the information obtained regarding each traffic accident involving damage to identified state-
owned infrastructure, for purposes of debt collection under section 161.20, subdivision 4; and

(6) the commissioner of public safety may give to the United States Department of Transportation
commercial vehicle accident information in connection with federal grant programs relating to safety.

(b) Accident reports and data contained in the reports are not discoverable under any provision of law or
rule of court. No report shall be used as evidence in any trial, civil or criminal, or any action for damages or
criminal proceedings arising out of an accident. However, the commissioner of public safety shall furnish,
upon the demand of any person who has or claims to have made a report or upon demand of any court, a
certificate showing that a specified accident report has or has not been made to the commissioner solely to
prove compliance or failure to comply with the requirements that the report be made to the commissioner.

(c) Nothing in this subdivision prevents any individual who has made a report under this section from
providing information to any individuals involved in an accident or their representatives or from testifying
in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an accident, as to facts within the individual's knowledge. It is
intended by this subdivision to render privileged the reports required, but it is not intended to prohibit proof
of the facts to which the reports relate.

(d) Disclosing any information contained in any accident report, except as provided in this subdivision,
section 13.82, subdivision 3 or 6, or other statutes, is a misdemeanor.

(e) The commissioner of public safety shall charge authorized persons as described in paragraph (a) a
$5 fee for a copy of an accident report. Ninety percent of the $5 fee collected under this paragraph must
be deposited in the special revenue fund and credited to the driver services operating account established
in section 299A.705 and ten percent must be deposited in the general fund. The commissioner may also
furnish an electronic copy of the database of accident records, which must not contain personal or private
data on an individual, to private agencies as provided in paragraph (g), for not less than the cost of preparing
the copies on a bulk basis as provided in section 13.03, subdivision 3.

(f) The fees specified in paragraph (e) notwithstanding, the commissioner and law enforcement agencies
shall charge commercial users who request access to response or incident data relating to accidents a fee
not to exceed 50 cents per record. "Commercial user" is a user who in one location requests access to data
in more than five accident reports per month, unless the user establishes that access is not for a commercial
purpose. Of the money collected by the commissioner under this paragraph, 90 percent must be deposited
in the special revenue fund and credited to the driver services operating account established in section
299A.705 and ten percent must be deposited in the general fund.

(g) The fees in paragraphs (e) and (f) notwithstanding, the commissioner shall provide an electronic
copy of the accident records database to the public on a case-by-case basis using the cost-recovery charges
provided for under section 13.03, subdivision 3. The database provided must not contain personal or private
data on an individual. However, unless the accident records database includes the vehicle identification
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number, the commissioner shall include the vehicle registration plate number if a private agency certifies
and agrees that the agency:

(1) is in the business of collecting accident and damage information on vehicles;

(2) will use the vehicle registration plate number only for identifying vehicles that have been involved
in accidents or damaged, to provide this information to persons seeking access to a vehicle's history and not
for identifying individuals or for any other purpose; and

(3) will be subject to the penalties and remedies under sections 13.08 and 13.09.

Subd. 14. Penalties. (a) The driver of any vehicle who violates subdivision 1 or 6 and who did not cause
the collision is punishable as follows:

(1) if the collision results in the death of another, the driver is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced
to imprisonment for not more than three years, or to payment of a fine of not more than $5,000, or both;

(2) if the collision results in great bodily harm to another, as defined in section 609.02, subdivision 8,
the driver is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years, or to
payment of a fine of not more than $4,000, or both; or

(3) if the collision results in substantial bodily harm to another, as defined in section 609.02, subdivision
7a, the driver may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than one year, or to payment of a fine of not
more than $3,000, or both.

(b) The driver of any vehicle involved in a collision resulting in bodily harm to another who violates
subdivision 1 or 6 may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than one year, or to payment of a fine
of not more than $3,000, or both.

(c) Any person who violates subdivision 3, 5, 7, 8, 11, or 12 is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(d) The driver of any vehicle involved in a collision resulting in damage to an attended vehicle who
violates subdivision 2 is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(e) The driver of any vehicle involved in a collision resulting in damage to an unattended vehicle who
violates subdivision 4 is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(f) The attorney in the jurisdiction in which the violation occurred who is responsible for prosecution
of misdemeanor violations of this section shall also be responsible for prosecution of gross misdemeanor
violations of this section.

Subd. 14a. Suspension of license for failure to report accident. The commissioner may suspend the
license, or any nonresident's operating privilege, of any person who willfully fails, refuses, or neglects to
make report of a traffic accident as required by the laws of this state. A license suspension under this section
is subject to the notice requirements of section 171.18, subdivision 2.

Subd. 15. Defense. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under subdivisions 1, 2, and 6 that the
driver left the scene of the collision to take any individual suffering immediately demonstrable bodily injury
in the collision to receive emergency medical care if the driver of the involved vehicle gives notice to a
law enforcement agency as required by subdivision 6 as soon as reasonably feasible after the emergency
medical care has been undertaken.
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Subd. 16. Commissioner as agent for service of process. The use and operation by a resident of this
state or the resident's agent, or by a nonresident or the nonresident's agent, of a motor vehicle within the state
of Minnesota, is deemed an irrevocable appointment by the resident if absent from this state continuously
for six months or more following an accident, or by the nonresident at any time, of the commissioner of
public safety to be the resident's or nonresident's true and lawful attorney upon whom may be served all legal
process in any action or proceeding against the resident or nonresident or the executor, administrator, or
personal representative of the resident or nonresident growing out of the use and operation of a motor vehicle
within this state, resulting in damages or loss to person or property, whether the damage or loss occurs on
a highway or on abutting public or private property. This appointment is binding upon the nonresident's
executor, administrator, or personal representative. The use or operation of a motor vehicle by the resident or
nonresident is a signification of agreement that any process in any action against the resident or nonresident
or executor, administrator, or personal representative of the resident or nonresident that is so served has the
same legal force and validity as if served upon the resident or nonresident personally or on the executor,
administrator, or personal representative of the resident or nonresident. Service of process must be made
by serving a copy thereof upon the commissioner or by filing a copy in the commissioner's office, together
with payment of a fee of $20, and is deemed sufficient service upon the absent resident or the nonresident
or the executor, administrator, or personal representative of the resident or nonresident; provided that notice
of service and a copy of the process are sent by mail by the plaintiff within ten days to the defendant at the
defendant's last known address and that the plaintiff's affidavit of compliance with the provisions of this
chapter is attached to the summons.

Subd. 17. Information access by vehicle owners. If an accident report has been prepared by a person
involved in an accident and no report has been prepared by a law enforcement officer, the owners of the
vehicles involved in an accident shall have the same access to information maintained by the Department
of Public Safety, Driver and Vehicle Services Division, about the vehicles, their owners, and their drivers
that would have been available to a law enforcement officer reporting on the accident.

Subd. 18. Continuance of court proceeding; costs. The court in which the action is pending may order
a continuance as may be necessary to afford the defendant reasonable opportunity to defend the action, not
exceeding 90 days from the date of filing of the action in that court. The fee of $20 paid by the plaintiff to
the commissioner at the time of service of the proceedings must be taxed in the plaintiff's cost if the plaintiff
prevails in the suit. The commissioner shall keep a record of all processes so served, which must show the
day and hour of service.

Subd. 19. Terminology. The provisions of this section apply equally whether the term "accident" or
"collision" is used.

History: (2720-168, 2720-169, 2720-170, 2720-171, 2720-172, 2720-173) 1937 ¢ 464 s 18-23; 1939
c430s 2,3, 1941 ¢ 439; 1943 ¢ 548 s 1; 1945 ¢c 207 s 1, 1945 c 285 5 4,34; 1947 c 1145 1, 1947 c 428 s
7-10; 1959 ¢ 679 s 1; 1963 ¢ 280s 1; 1963 ¢ 6345 1, 1965 c 8155 1; 1967 ¢ 397 s 1; Ex1967 ¢ 3 s 1; 1971
c491 s 5-11; Ex1971 ¢ 275 3-5;, 1974 c 22 s 1-4;, 1974 ¢ 3435 1, 1977 c 53 s 1, 1978 ¢ 461 s 1,2; 1978 ¢
6795 1; 1980 c 498 s 2,3; 1981 ¢ 37 s 2; 1981 ¢ 357 5 60; 1982 ¢ 5455 22; 1982 c 617 s 6, 1983 ¢ 345 s
2-7, 1984 ¢ 622 s 1-4; 1984 c 628 art 3 s 11; 1Sp1985 c 4 s 3; 1986 c 444; 1987 c 180 s 1; 1987 ¢ 383 5 5;
1989c290art 65 1; 1989 ¢ 32159, 1991 ¢ 3195 16, 1993 ¢ 351527,28; 1994 ¢ 3995 1; 1996 c 346 s 3;
1996 c 408 art3s 1; 1997 ¢ 2305 2; 1999 ¢ 227 s 22; 2001 ¢ 91 s 1; 1Sp2001 c 8 art 25 39-41; 2005 ¢ 163
5 60-75,88; 1Sp2005 c 6 art 2 s 35; 2009 ¢ 108 s 5; 2012 ¢ 1855 3; 2012 ¢ 287 art 35 28; 2014 ¢ 186 s 1

NOTE: Subdivision 5a was preempted by federal law to the extent it applies to rental or leased vehicles.
Meyer v. Nwokedi, 777 N.W.2d 218 (Minn. 2010).
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169.10 STATISTICAL INFORMATION.

The Department of Public Safety shall tabulate and may analyze all accident reports and shall publish
annually or at more frequent intervals statistical information based thereon as to the number and cir-
cumstances of traffic accidents.

History: (2720-174) 1937 ¢ 464 s 24, 1971 ¢ 491 s 12
BAD DRIVING
169.11 [Repealed, 2014 ¢ 255 s 21]
169.12 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 297 s 2]

169.121 Subdivision 1. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 1a. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 1b. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 1c. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 1d. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 2. [Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 3. [Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 3a. [Repealed, 1Sp1997 ¢ 2 s 69]
Subd. 3b. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 3c. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 3d. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 3e. [Repealed, 1999 ¢ 194 s 11]
Subd. 3f. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 4. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 5. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 5a. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 5b. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 6. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 7. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 8. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 9. [Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 10. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 10a. [Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 11. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 12. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
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169.1211 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
169.1215 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
169.1216 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
169.1217 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
169.1218 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
169.1219 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
169.122 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]

169.123 Subdivision 1. [Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 2. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 2a. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 2b. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 2c¢. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 3. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 4. [Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 5. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 5a. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 5b. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 5c. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 6. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 7. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 8. [Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 9. [Repealed, 1984 ¢ 622 s 26]
Subd. 10. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]

169.1231 [Repealed, 1983 ¢ 306 s 7]
169.124 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
169.125 [Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s §]
169.126 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
169.1261 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
169.1265 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
169.127 [Repealed, 1978 ¢ 727 s 11]

169.128 [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s 8]
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169.129 Subdivision 1. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]
Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1999 ¢ 194 s 11]
Subd. 3. [Repealed, 2000 ¢ 478 art 2 s §]

169.13 RECKLESS OR CARELESS DRIVING.

Subdivision 1. Reckless driving. (a) Any person who drives any vehicle in such a manner as to indicate
either a willful or a wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property is guilty of reckless driving and
such reckless driving is a misdemeanor.

(b) A person shall not race any vehicle upon any street or highway of this state. Any person who willfully
compares or contests relative speeds by operating one or more vehicles is guilty of racing, which con-
stitutes reckless driving, whether or not the speed contested or compared is in excess of the maximum speed
prescribed by law.

Subd. 2. Careless driving. Any person who operates or halts any vehicle upon any street or highway
carelessly or heedlessly in disregard of the rights of others, or in a manner that endangers or is likely to
endanger any property or any person, including the driver or passengers of the vehicle, is guilty of a mis-
demeanor.

Subd. 3. Application. (a) The provisions of this section apply, but are not limited in application, to any
person who drives any vehicle in the manner prohibited by this section:

(1) upon the ice of any lake, stream, or river, including but not limited to the ice of any boundary water; or

(2) in a parking lot ordinarily used by or available to the public though not as a matter of right, and a
driveway connecting the parking lot with a street or highway.

(b) This section does not apply to:

(1) an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call or when in pursuit of an
actual or suspected violator;

(2) the emergency operation of any vehicle when avoiding imminent danger; or

(3) any raceway, racing facility, or other public event sanctioned by the appropriate governmental
authority.

History: (2720-177) 1937 ¢ 464 s 27; 1939 ¢ 430 s 5; 1947 ¢ 428 s 11; 1967 ¢ 569 s 2; Ex1971 ¢ 27
§7;,1983c¢236s1;, 1984 ¢ 6225 15; 2006 c 260 art 2 s 1

169.131 [Repealed, 1976 ¢ 103 s 1]
169.132 [Repealed, 1977 ¢ 347 s 29]

DRIVING RULES
169.14 SPEED LIMITS, ZONES; RADAR.

Subdivision 1. Duty to drive with due care. No person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed
greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions. Every driver is responsible for becoming and
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remaining aware of the actual and potential hazards then existing on the highway and must use due care in
operating a vehicle. In every event speed shall be so restricted as may be necessary to avoid colliding with
any person, vehicle or other conveyance on or entering the highway in compliance with legal requirements
and the duty of all persons to use due care.

Subd. la. License revocation for extreme speed. The driver's license of a person who violates any
speed limit established in this section, by driving in excess of 100 miles per hour, is revoked for six months
under section 171.17, or for a longer minimum period of time applicable under section 169A.53, 169A.54,
or 171.174.

Subd. 2. Speed limits. (a) Where no special hazard exists the following speeds shall be lawful, but any
speeds in excess of such limits shall be prima facie evidence that the speed is not reasonable or prudent and
that it is unlawful; except that the speed limit within any municipality shall be a maximum limit and any
speed in excess thereof shall be unlawful:

(1) 30 miles per hour in an urban district;

(2) 65 miles per hour on noninterstate expressways, as defined in section 160.02, subdivision 18b, and
noninterstate freeways, as defined in section 160.02, subdivision 19;

(3) 55 miles per hour in locations other than those specified in this section;

(4) 70 miles per hour on interstate highways outside the limits of any urbanized area with a population
of greater than 50,000 as defined by order of the commissioner of transportation;

(5) 65 miles per hour on interstate highways inside the limits of any urbanized area with a population
of greater than 50,000 as defined by order of the commissioner of transportation;

(6) ten miles per hour in alleys;

(7) 25 miles per hour in residential roadways if adopted by the road authority having jurisdiction over
the residential roadway; and

(8) 35 miles per hour in a rural residential district if adopted by the road authority having jurisdiction
over the rural residential district.

(b) A speed limit adopted under paragraph (a), clause (7), is not effective unless the road authority has
erected signs designating the speed limit and indicating the beginning and end of the residential roadway
on which the speed limit applies.

(c) A speed limit adopted under paragraph (a), clause (8), is not effective unless the road authority has
erected signs designating the speed limit and indicating the beginning and end of the rural residential district
for the roadway on which the speed limit applies.

(d) Notwithstanding section 609.0331 or 609.101 or other law to the contrary, a person who violates
a speed limit established in this subdivision, or a speed limit designated on an appropriate sign under sub-
division 4, 5, 5b, 5c, or 5e, by driving 20 miles per hour or more in excess of the applicable speed limit,
is assessed an additional surcharge equal to the amount of the fine imposed for the speed violation, but not
less than $25.
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Subd. 2a. Increased speed limit when passing. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, the speed limit is
increased by ten miles per hour over the posted speed limit when the driver:

(1) is on a two-lane highway having one lane for each direction of travel;

(2) is on a highway with a posted speed limit that is equal to or higher than 55 miles per hour;
(3) is overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction of travel; and
(4) meets the requirements in section 169.18.

Subd. 3. Reduced speed required. (a) The driver of any vehicle shall, consistent with the requirements,
drive at an appropriate reduced speed when approaching or passing an authorized emergency vehicle stopped
with emergency lights flashing on any street or highway, when approaching and crossing an intersection or
railway grade crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, when approaching a hill crest, when
traveling upon any narrow or winding roadway, and when special hazards exist with respect to pedestrians
or other traffic or by reason of weather or highway conditions.

(b) A person who fails to reduce speed appropriately when approaching or passing an authorized
emergency vehicle stopped with emergency lights flashing on a street or highway shall be assessed an ad-
ditional surcharge equal to the amount of the fine imposed for the speed violation, but not less than $25.

Subd. 4. Establishment of zones by commissioner. On determining upon the basis of an engineering
and traffic investigation that any speed set forth in this section is greater or less than is reasonable or safe
under the conditions found to exist on any trunk highway or upon any part thereof, the commissioner may
erect appropriate signs designating a reasonable and safe speed limit thereat, which speed limit shall be
effective when such signs are erected. Any speeds in excess of such limits shall be prima facie evidence
that the speed is not reasonable or prudent and that it is unlawful; except that any speed limit within any
municipality shall be a maximum limit and any speed in excess thereof shall be unlawful. On determining
upon that basis that a part of the trunk highway system outside a municipality should be a zone of maximum
speed limit, the commissioner may establish that part as such a zone by erecting appropriate signs showing
the beginning and end of the zone, designating a reasonable and safe speed therefor, which may be different
than the speed set forth in this section, and that it is a zone of maximum speed limit. The speed so designated
by the commissioner within any such zone shall be a maximum speed limit, and speed in excess of such
limit shall be unlawful. The commissioner may in the same manner from time to time alter the boundary of
such a zone and the speed limit therein or eliminate such zone.

Subd. 4a. [Repealed, 1997 ¢ 143 s 20]

Subd. 5. Zoning within local area. When local authorities believe that the existing speed limit upon any
street or highway, or part thereof, within their respective jurisdictions and not a part of the trunk highway
system is greater or less than is reasonable or safe under existing conditions, they may request the com-
missioner to authorize, upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation, the erection of appropriate
signs designating what speed is reasonable and safe, and the commissioner may authorize the erection of
appropriate signs designating a reasonable and safe speed limit thereat, which speed limit shall be effective
when such signs are erected. Any speeds in excess of these speed limits shall be prima facie evidence that
the speed is not reasonable or prudent and that it is unlawful; except that any speed limit within any mu-
nicipality shall be a maximum limit and any speed in excess thereof shall be unlawful. Alteration of speed
limits on streets and highways shall be made only upon authority of the commissioner except as provided
in subdivision 5a.
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Subd. 5a. Speed zoning in school zone; surcharge. (a) Local authorities may establish a school speed
limit within a school zone of a public or nonpublic school upon the basis of an engineering and traffic
investigation as prescribed by the commissioner of transportation. The establishment of a school speed limit
on any trunk highway shall be with the consent of the commissioner of transportation. Such school speed
limits shall be in effect when children are present, going to or leaving school during opening or closing
hours or during school recess periods. The school speed limit shall not be lower than 15 miles per hour and
shall not be more than 30 miles per hour below the established speed limit on an affected street or highway.

(b) The school speed limit shall be effective upon the erection of appropriate signs designating the speed
and indicating the beginning and end of the reduced speed zone. Any speed in excess of such posted school
speed limit is unlawful. All such signs shall be erected by the local authorities on those streets and highways
under their respective jurisdictions and by the commissioner of transportation on trunk highways.

(c) For the purpose of this subdivision, "school zone" means that section of a street or highway which
abuts the grounds of a school where children have access to the street or highway from the school property or
where an established school crossing is located provided the school advance sign prescribed by the Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices adopted by the commissioner of transportation pursuant to section
169.06 is in place. All signs erected by local authorities to designate speed limits in school zones shall
conform to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

(d) Notwithstanding section 609.0331 or 609.101 or other law to the contrary, a person who violates a
speed limit established under this subdivision is assessed an additional surcharge equal to the amount of the
fine imposed for the violation, but not less than $25.

Subd. 5b. Segment in urban district. When any segment of at least a quarter-mile in distance of any
city street, municipal state-aid street, or town road on which a speed limit in excess of 30 miles per hour
has been established pursuant to an engineering and traffic investigation by the commissioner meets the
definition of "urban district" as defined in section 169.011, subdivision 90, the governing body of the city
or town may by resolution declare the segment to be an urban district and may establish on the segment the
speed limit for urban districts prescribed in subdivision 2. The speed limit so established shall be effective
upon the erection of appropriate signs designating the speed and indicating the beginning and end of the
segment on which the speed limit is established, and any speed in excess of such posted limits shall be
unlawful. A copy of the resolution shall be transmitted to the commissioner at least ten days prior to the
erection of the signs.

Subd. 5c. Speed zoning in alleyway. Local authorities may regulate speed limits for alleyways as
defined in section 169.011 based on their own engineering and traffic investigations. Alleyway speed limits
established at other than ten miles per hour shall be effective when proper signs are posted.

Subd. 5d. Speed limit in work zone when workers present. (a) Notwithstanding subdivision 2 and
subject to subdivision 3, the speed limit on a road having an established speed limit of 50 miles per hour
or greater is adjusted to 45 miles per hour in a work zone when (1) at least one lane or portion of a lane
of traffic is closed in either direction, and (2) workers are present. A speed in excess of the adjusted speed
limit is unlawful.

(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to a segment of road in which:
(1) positive barriers are placed between workers and the traveled portion of the highway;

(2) the work zone is in place for less than 24 hours;
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(3) adifferent speed limit for the work zone is determined by the road authority following an engineering
and traffic investigation and based on accepted engineering practice; or

(4) a different speed limit for the work zone is established by the road authority under paragraph (c).

(¢c) The commissioner, on trunk highways and temporary trunk highways, and local authorities, on
streets and highways under their jurisdiction, may authorize the use of reduced maximum speed limits in
work zones when workers are present, without an engineering and traffic investigation required. The work
zone speed limit must not reduce the speed limit on the affected street or highway by more than:

(1) 20 miles per hour on a street or highway having an established speed limit of 55 miles per hour
or greater; and

(2) 15 miles per hour on a street or highway having an established speed limit of 50 miles per hour or less.

(d) A work zone speed limit under paragraph (c) is effective on erection of appropriate regulatory speed
limit signs. The signs must be removed or covered when they are not required. A speed in excess of the
posted work zone speed limit is unlawful.

(e) For any speed limit under this subdivision, a road authority shall erect signs identifying the speed
limit and indicating the beginning and end of the speed limit zone.

Subd. Se. Speed limit on park road. The political subdivision with authority over a park may establish
a speed limit on a road located within the park. A speed limit established under this subdivision on a trunk
highway is effective only with the commissioner's approval. A speed limit established under this subdivision
must be based on an engineering and traffic investigation prescribed by the commissioner of transportation
and must not be lower than 20 miles per hour, and no speed limit established under this subdivision may
reduce existing speed limits by more than 15 miles per hour. A speed limit established under this subdivision
is effective on the erection of appropriate signs designating the speed limit and indicating the beginning and
end of the reduced speed zone. Any speed in excess of the posted speed is unlawful.

Subd. 5f. Speed limits on certain rural residential districts. (a) A rural residential district existing
and lawfully signed before August 1, 2009, continues to qualify as a rural residential district.

(b) A rural residential district existing and lawfully signed before August 1, 2009, is subject to the speed
limit signed before August 1, 2009.

[See Note.]
Subd. 6. [Repealed, Ex1971 ¢ 27 s 49]

Subd. 6a. Work zone speed limit violations. A person convicted of operating a motor vehicle in
violation of a speed limit in a work zone, or any other provision of this section while in a work zone, shall be
required to pay a fine of $300. This fine is in addition to the surcharge under section 357.021, subdivision 6.

Subd. 7. Burden of proof. The provisions of this chapter declaring speed limitation shall not be
construed to relieve the plaintiff in any civil action from the burden of proving negligence on the part of
the defendant as the proximate cause of an accident.

Subd. 8. Minimum speeds. On determining upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation
that a speed at least as great as, or in excess of, a specified and determined minimum is necessary to the
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reasonable and safe use of any trunk highway or portion thereof, the commissioner may erect appropriate
signs specifying the minimum speed on such highway or portion thereof. The minimum speed shall be
effective when such signs are erected. Any speeds less than the posted minimum speeds shall be prima facie
evidence that the speed is not reasonable or prudent and that it is unlawful.

Subd. 9. Standards of evidence. In any prosecution in which the rate of speed of a motor vehicle is
relevant, evidence of the speed of a motor vehicle as indicated on the speedometer thereof shall be admissible
on a showing that a vehicle is regularly used in traffic law enforcement and that the speedometer thereon is
regularly and routinely tested for accuracy and a record of the results of said tests kept on file by the agency
having control of said vehicle. Evidence as to the speed indicated on said speedometer shall be prima facie
evidence that the said vehicle was, at the time said reading was observed, traveling at the rate of speed so
indicated; subject to correction by the amount of error, if any, shown to exist by the test made closest in
time to the time of said reading.

Records of speedometer tests kept in the regular course of operations of any law enforcement agency
shall be admissible without further foundation, as to the results of said tests. Such records shall be available
to the defendant upon demand. Nothing herein shall be construed to preclude or interfere with the cross
examination or impeachment of evidence of rate of speed as indicated by speedometer readings, pursuant
to the Rules of Evidence.

Subd. 10. Radar; speed-measuring device; standards of evidence. (a) In any prosecution in which
the rate of speed of a motor vehicle is relevant, evidence of the speed as indicated on radar or other speed-
measuring device is admissible in evidence, subject to the following conditions:

(1) the officer operating the device has sufficient training to properly operate the equipment;
(2) the officer testifies as to the manner in which the device was set up and operated;
(3) the device was operated with minimal distortion or interference from outside sources; and

(4) the device was tested by an accurate and reliable external mechanism, method, or system at the time
it was set up.

(b) Records of tests made of such devices and kept in the regular course of operations of any law
enforcement agency are admissible in evidence without further foundation as to the results of the tests. The
records shall be available to a defendant upon demand. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to
preclude or interfere with cross examination or impeachment of evidence of the rate of speed as indicated
on the radar or speed-measuring device.

Subd. 11. Handheld traffic radar. (a) Law enforcement agencies that use handheld radar units shall
establish operating procedures to reduce the operator's exposure to microwave radiation.

(b) The procedures, at a minimum, must require:
(1) that the operator turn the unit off when it is not in use;

(2) if the unit has a standby mode, that the operator use this mode except when measuring a vehicle's
speed;

(3) that the operator not allow the antenna to rest against the operator's body while it is in operation; and
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(4) that the operator always point the antenna unit away from the operator and any other person in very
close proximity to the unit.

Subd. 12. Radar jammer. For purposes of this section, "radar jammer" means any instrument, device,
or equipment designed or intended for use with a vehicle or otherwise to jam or interfere in any manner
with a speed-measuring device operated by a peace officer.

No person shall sell, offer for sale, use, or possess any radar jammer in this state.

History: (2720-178) 1937 ¢ 464 5 28; 1939 ¢ 430 s 6, 1947 ¢ 428 s 12,13, 1955 ¢ 802 s 1,2; 1957 ¢
580s 1; 1963 ¢ 843 s 1-4; 1969 ¢ 623 s 1, 1975¢ 53 s 1, 1975¢ 363 s 1,2; 1976 c 166 s 7; 1979 ¢ 60 s
1; 1980 ¢ 498 s 4; 1984 ¢ 417 s 24,25; 1986 ¢ 444; 1987 ¢ 319 s 1; 1991 ¢ 298 art 45 9; 1993 ¢c 26 s 1;
1993 c 61 s 1; 1994 c 635 art1s 12; 1994 ¢ 640s 1; 1994 c 645 s 1; 1995 c 118 s 1; 1995 ¢ 265 art 2 s
18; 1996 c 455 art 1 s 5,6; 1997 ¢ 143 s 9-11; 1997 ¢ 159 art 2 s 20,21; 1999 ¢ 44 s 1; 2001 ¢ 213 s 9;
1Sp2003 ¢ 19 art 2 5 27; 1Sp2005 ¢ 6 art 3 s 41,42; 2008 ¢ 287 art 1 s 45; 2009 ¢ 56 s 4,5, 2009 ¢ 165
s1;2010c356s1;2014c312art1ls 7,8

NOTE: Subdivision 5f, paragraph (b), as added by Laws 2009, chapter 56, section 5, expires when
the speed limit signs erected before August 1, 2009, are replaced. Laws 2009, chapter 56, section 5, the
effective date.

169.141 [Repealed, 1996 c 455 art 1 s 11]
169.145 [Repealed, 2008 ¢ 350 art 1 s 97|
169.15 IMPEDING TRAFFIC; INTERSECTION GRIDLOCK.

Subdivision 1. Impeding traffic; slow speed. No person shall drive a motor vehicle at such a slow
speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic except when reduced speed is
necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law or except when the vehicle is temporarily unable to
maintain a greater speed due to a combination of the weight of the vehicle and the grade of the highway.

Subd. 2. Intersection gridlock; stop or block traffic. (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), a driver
of a vehicle shall not enter an intersection controlled by a traffic-control signal until the driver is able to
move the vehicle immediately, continuously, and completely through the intersection without impeding or
blocking the subsequent movement of cross traffic.

(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to movement of a vehicle made:
(1) at the direction of a city-authorized traffic-control agent or a peace officer;
(2) to facilitate passage of an authorized emergency vehicle with its emergency lights activated; or

(3) to make a turn, as permitted under section 169.19, that allows the vehicle to safely leave the in-
tersection.

(c) A violation of this subdivision does not constitute grounds for suspension or revocation of the
violator's driver's license.

History: (2720-179) 1937 ¢ 464 s 29; Ex1971 ¢ 27 s 8; 2010 ¢ 351 s 29

169.16 [Repealed, 2014 ¢ 227 art 1 s 23]
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169.17 EMERGENCY VEHICLE.

The speed limitations set forth in sections 169.14 to 169.17 do not apply to an authorized emergency
vehicle responding to an emergency call. Drivers of all emergency vehicles shall sound an audible signal
by siren and display at least one lighted red light to the front, except that law enforcement vehicles shall
sound an audible signal by siren or display at least one lighted red light to the front. This provision does
not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of persons using the street, nor does it protect the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the
consequence of a reckless disregard of the safety of others.

History: (2720-181) 1937 ¢ 464 s 31; 1947 ¢ 428 s 14, 1997 ¢ 143 s 13, 1997 ¢ 159 art 2 5 22; 1998
c263s 1

169.18 DRIVING RULES.

Subdivision 1. Keep to the right. Upon all roadways of sufficient width a vehicle shall be driven upon
the right half of the roadway, except as follows:

(1) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction under the rules
governing such movement;

(2) when the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic while under construction or repair;
(3) upon a roadway divided into three marked lanes for traffic under the rules applicable thereon;
(4) upon a roadway designated and signposted for one-way traffic as a one-way roadway;

(5) as necessary to comply with subdivision 11 when approaching an authorized emergency vehicle
parked or stopped on the roadway; or

(6) as necessary to comply with subdivision 12 when approaching a road maintenance or construction
vehicle parked or stopped on the roadway.

Subd. 2. Meeting. Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions, shall pass each other to the
right, and upon roadways having width for not more than one line of traffic in each direction each driver
shall give to the other at least one-half of the main-traveled portion of the roadway, as nearly as possible.

Subd. 3. Passing. The following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding
in the same direction, subject to the limitations, exceptions, and special rules hereinafter stated:

(1) the driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the
left thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the right side of the roadway until safely clear
of the overtaken vehicle;

(2) except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle
shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible warning, and shall not increase the
speed of the overtaken vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle; and

(3) the operator of a motor vehicle overtaking a bicycle or individual proceeding in the same direction
on the roadway shall leave a safe distance, but in no case less than three feet clearance, when passing the
bicycle or individual and shall maintain clearance until safely past the overtaken bicycle or individual.
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Subd. 4. Passing on the right. The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another
vehicle only upon the following conditions:

(1) when the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a left turn;

(2) upon a street or highway with unobstructed pavement not occupied by parked vehicles of sufficient
width for two or more lines of moving vehicles in each direction;

(3) upon a one-way street, or upon any roadway on which traffic is restricted to one direction of
movement, where the roadway is free from obstructions and of sufficient width for two or more lines of
moving vehicles;

(4) when the driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle upon the right only under
conditions permitting such movement in safety. In no event shall such movement be made by driving in a
bicycle lane or onto the shoulder, whether paved or unpaved, or off the pavement or main-traveled portion
of the roadway.

Subd. 5. Driving left of roadway center; exception. (a) No vehicle shall be driven to the left side of
the center of the roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction unless
such left side is clearly visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit such
overtaking and passing to be completely made without interfering with the safe operation of any vehicle
approaching from the opposite direction or any vehicle overtaken. In every event the overtaking vehicle
must return to the right-hand side of the roadway before coming within 100 feet of any vehicle approaching
from the opposite direction.

(b) Except on a one-way roadway, no vehicle shall, in overtaking and passing another vehicle or at any
other time, be driven to the left half of the roadway under the following conditions:

(1) when approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway where the driver's view along
the highway is obstructed within a distance of 700 feet;

(2) when approaching within 100 feet of any underpass or tunnel, railroad grade crossing, intersection
within a city, or intersection outside of a city if the presence of the intersection is marked by warning signs; or

(3) where official signs are in place prohibiting passing, or a distinctive centerline is marked, which
distinctive line also so prohibits passing, as declared in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
adopted by the commissioner.

Subd. 6. One-way traffic. (a) Upon a roadway designated and signposted for one-way traffic as a one-
way roadway, a vehicle shall be driven only in the direction designated;

(b) A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall be driven only to the right of such island.

Subd. 7. Laned highway. When any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly marked lanes
for traffic, the following rules, in addition to all others consistent herewith, shall apply:

(a) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved
from such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such movement can be made with safety.

(b) Upon a roadway which is not a one-way roadway and which is divided into three lanes, a vehicle
shall not be driven in the center lane except when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway
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is clearly visible and such center lane is clear of traffic within a safe distance, or in preparation for a left turn
or where such center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is
proceeding, and is signposted to give notice of such allocation. The left lane of a three-lane roadway which
is not a one-way roadway shall not be used for overtaking and passing another vehicle.

(c) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane or allocating
specified lanes to traffic moving in the same direction, and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of
every such sign.

(d) Whenever a bicycle lane has been established on a roadway, any person operating a motor vehicle
on such roadway shall not drive in the bicycle lane except to perform parking maneuvers in order to park
where parking is permitted, to enter or leave the highway, or to prepare for a turn as provided in section
169.19, subdivision 1.

Subd. 8. Following vehicle too closely. (a) The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle
more closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic
upon and the conditions of the highway.

(b) The driver of any motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, or the driver of any motor truck or bus,
when traveling upon a roadway outside of a business or residence district, shall not follow within 500 feet of
another vehicle. The provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed to prevent overtaking and passing
nor shall the same apply upon any lane specially designated for use by motor trucks.

(c) The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow within 500 feet of an authorized emergency vehicle
that is traveling in response to an emergency.

Subd. 9. Divided highway; crossovers. Whenever any highway has been divided into two or more
roadways by leaving an intervening space or by a physical barrier or clearly indicated dividing section so
constructed as to impede vehicular traffic, every vehicle shall be driven only upon the right-hand roadway
unless directed or permitted to use another roadway by official traffic-control devices or police officers. No
vehicle shall be driven over, across, or within any such dividing space, barrier section, except through an
opening in such physical barrier, or dividing section or space or at a crossover or intersection established
by public authority.

Subd. 10. Slow-moving vehicle. Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding at less than the normal
speed of traffic at the time and place and under the conditions then existing shall be driven in the right-
hand lane then available for traffic, or as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway,
except when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, or when preparing
for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway, or when a specific lane is designated and
posted for a specific type of traffic.

Subd. 11. Passing parked emergency vehicle; citation; probable cause. (a) When approaching and
before passing an authorized emergency vehicle with its emergency lights activated that is parked or
otherwise stopped on or next to a street or highway having two lanes in the same direction, the driver of a
vehicle shall safely move the vehicle to the lane farthest away from the emergency vehicle, if it is possible
to do so.

(b) When approaching and before passing an authorized emergency vehicle with its emergency lights
activated that is parked or otherwise stopped on or next to a street or highway having more than two
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lanes in the same direction, the driver of a vehicle shall safely move the vehicle so as to leave a full lane
vacant between the driver and any lane in which the emergency vehicle is completely or partially parked
or otherwise stopped, if it is possible to do so.

(c) A peace officer may issue a citation to the driver of a motor vehicle if the peace officer has probable
cause to believe that the driver has operated the vehicle in violation of this subdivision within the four-hour
period following the termination of the incident or a receipt of a report under paragraph (d). The citation
may be issued even though the violation was not committed in the presence of the peace officer.

(d) Although probable cause may be otherwise satisfied by other evidentiary elements or factors,
probable cause is sufficient for purposes of this subdivision when the person cited is operating the vehicle
described by a member of the crew of an authorized emergency vehicle responding to an incident in a timely
report of the violation of this subdivision, which includes a description of the vehicle used to commit the
offense and the vehicle's license plate number. For the purposes of issuance of a citation under paragraph
(c), "timely" means that the report must be made within a four-hour period following the termination of
the incident.

(e) For purposes of paragraphs (a) and (b) only, the terms "authorized emergency vehicle" and
"emergency vehicle" include a towing vehicle defined in section 168B.011, subdivision 12a, that has
activated flashing lights authorized under section 169.64, subdivision 3, in addition to the vehicles described
in the definition for "authorized emergency vehicle" in section 169.011, subdivision 3.

Subd. 12. Passing certain parked vehicles. (a) When approaching and before passing a freeway service
patrol, road maintenance, or construction vehicle with its warning lights activated that is parked or otherwise
stopped on or next to a street or highway having two lanes in the same direction, the driver of a vehicle shall
safely move the vehicle to the lane farthest away from the vehicle, if it is possible to do so.

(b) When approaching and before passing a freeway service patrol, road maintenance, or construction
vehicle with its warning lights activated that is parked or otherwise stopped on or next to a street or highway
having more than two lanes in the same direction, the driver of a vehicle shall safely move the vehicle so
as to leave a full lane vacant between the driver and any lane in which the vehicle is completely or partially
parked or otherwise stopped, if it is possible to do so.

History: (2720-182, 2720-183, 2720-184, 2720-185, 2720-186, 2720-187, 2720-188, 2720-189) 1937
c464 s 32-39;1939c¢430s 7, 1947 ¢ 428 s 15, 1951 ¢ 363 s 1, 1959 ¢ 5215 2; 1963 ¢ 357 s 5, 1963 ¢ 627
s1;,1971¢138s1;,1973c 123 art5s7; 197873957, 1986 c 444, 1993 ¢ 265 2,3, 1993 ¢ 187 s 4, 1995
c72s1; 1996 c 456520, 1Sp2001 c 8 art 25 42,43, 2005 c 120 s 2; 1Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 43-45; 2006 c 212
art1s 9; 2008 ¢ 350 art 1 s 30-32; 2009 c 86 art 1 s 27; 2012 ¢ 287 art 3 s 64,; 2013 ¢ 127 s 28,29

169.19 TURNING, STARTING, AND SIGNALING.

Subdivision 1. Turning at intersection. The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall
do so as follows:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, both the approach for a right turn and a right turn
shall be made as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway. When necessary to
accommodate vehicle configuration, a driver is permitted to make a right turn into the farthest lane of a
roadway with two or more lanes in the same direction in order to make a U-turn at a reduced conflict
intersection, if it is safe to do so.
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(b) Approach for a left turn on other than one-way roadways shall be made in that portion of the right half
of the roadway nearest the centerline thereof, and after entering the intersection the left turn shall be made so
as to leave the intersection to the right of the centerline of the roadway being entered. Whenever practicable
the left turn shall be made in that portion of the intersection to the left of the center of the intersection.

(c) Approach for a left turn from a two-way roadway into a one-way roadway shall be made in that
portion of the right half of the roadway nearest the centerline thereof and by passing to the right of such
centerline where it enters the intersection.

(d) A left turn from a one-way roadway into a two-way roadway shall be made from the left-hand lane
and by passing to the right of the centerline of the roadway being entered upon leaving the intersection.

(e) Where both streets or roadways are one way, both the approach for a left turn and a left turn shall
be made as close as practicable to the left-hand curb or edge of the roadway.

(f) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may cause markers, buttons, or signs to be placed
within or adjacent to intersections and thereby require and direct that a different course from that specified
in this section be traveled by vehicles turning at an intersection, and when markers, buttons, or signs are
so placed no driver of a vehicle shall turn a vehicle at an intersection other than as directed and required
by such markers, buttons, or signs.

(g) Whenever it is necessary for the driver of a motor vehicle to cross a bicycle lane adjacent to the
driver's lane of travel to make a turn, the driver shall first signal the movement, then drive the motor vehicle
into the bicycle lane prior to making the turn, but only after it is safe to do so. The driver shall then make
the turn consistent with any traffic markers, buttons, or signs, yielding the right-of-way to any vehicles or
bicycles approaching so close thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard.

Subd. 2. U-turn. No vehicle shall be turned to proceed in the opposite direction upon any curve, or
upon the approach to or near the crest of a grade, where the vehicle cannot be seen by the driver of any other
vehicle approaching from either direction within 1,000 feet, nor shall the driver of a vehicle turn the vehicle
to proceed in the opposite direction unless the movement can be made safely and without interfering with
other traffic. When necessary to accommodate vehicle configuration on a roadway with two or more lanes
in the same direction, a driver may turn the vehicle into the farthest lane and temporarily use the shoulder
to make a U-turn.

Subd. 3. Starting parked car. No person shall start a vehicle which is stopped, standing, or parked
unless and until such movement can be made with reasonable safety.

Subd. 4. Change of course. No person shall turn a vehicle at an intersection unless the vehicle is in
proper position upon the roadway as required in this section, or turn a vehicle to enter a private road or
driveway or otherwise turn a vehicle from a direct course or move right or left upon a highway unless and
until the movement can be made with reasonable safety after giving an appropriate signal in the manner
hereinafter provided.

Subd. 5. Signal to turn. A signal of intention to turn right or left shall be given continuously during
not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before turning. A person whose vehicle is exiting a
roundabout is exempt from this subdivision.

Subd. 6. Signal to stop. No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without first
giving an appropriate signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any vehicle immediately to the
rear unless there is a good and sufficient reason for not being able to do so.
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Subd. 7. Signaling methods. The signals herein required shall be given either by means of the hand and
arm or by a signal lamp or signal device of a type approved by the commissioner of public safety, but when
a vehicle is so constructed or loaded that a hand and arm signal would not be visible in normal sunlight, and
at night both to the front and rear of such vehicle, then the signals must be given by such a lamp or device.

Subd. 8. Hand signals. When the signal is given by means of the hand and arm the driver shall indicate
intention to start, stop, or turn by extending the hand and arm from and beyond the left side of the vehicle
in the following manner and these signals shall indicate as follows:

(1) left turn: hand and arm extended horizontally;

(2) right turn: hand and arm extended upward, except that a bicyclist or motorcyclist may extend the
right hand and arm horizontally to the right side of the bicycle or motorcycle;

(3) stop or decrease speed: hand and arm extended downward.

History: (2720-190, 2720-191, 2720-192, 2720-193, 2720-194, 2720-195) 1937 c 464 s 40-45; 1939 ¢
4305 8, 1947 ¢ 428 5 16; 1959 ¢ 521 5 3; 1971 ¢ 286 s 1; 1978 ¢ 587 s 1; 1978 ¢ 739 5 8,9; 1986 ¢ 444;
19892045 1; 2012 ¢ 287 art4s19; 2013 ¢ 127 s 30; 2014 ¢ 287 s 10,11

169.20 RIGHT-OF-WAY.

Subdivision 1. Approaching intersection. (a) When two vehicles enter an uncontrolled intersection
from different highways at approximately the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the
right-of-way to the vehicle on the right.

(b) When two vehicles enter an intersection controlled by stop signs or by blinking red traffic signals
requiring drivers or vehicles from any direction to stop before proceeding, the driver of the vehicle on the
left shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on the right.

(c) At an uncontrolled approach to a T-shaped intersection, the driver required to turn shall yield to
the cross traffic.

(d) The driver of any vehicle traveling at an unlawful speed shall forfeit any right-of-way which the
driver might otherwise have hereunder.

(e) The foregoing rules are modified as hereinafter stated in this section.

Subd. 2. Left turn. The driver of a vehicle intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into an
alley, private road, or driveway shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite
direction which is within the intersection or so close thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard.

Subd. 3. Through highway; stop sign. (a) The driver of a vehicle shall stop as required by this chapter
at the entrance to a through highway and shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles which have entered
the intersection from the through highway or which are approaching so closely on the through highway as
to constitute an immediate hazard, but the driver having so yielded may proceed, and the drivers of all other
vehicles approaching the intersection on the through highway shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicles
so proceeding into or across the through highway.

(b) The driver of a vehicle shall likewise stop in obedience to a stop sign, as required herein, at an
intersection where a stop sign is erected at one or more entrances thereto although not a part of a through
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highway, and shall proceed cautiously, yielding to vehicles not so obliged to stop which are within the
intersection or approaching so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard, but may then proceed.

Subd. 4. Vehicle entering roadway. The driver of a vehicle about to enter or cross a roadway from
any place other than a roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on the roadway to
be entered or crossed.

Subd. 5. Emergency vehicle; penalties. (a) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency
vehicle equipped with at least one lighted lamp exhibiting red light visible under normal atmospheric
conditions from a distance of 500 feet to the front of the vehicle and, except as otherwise provided in
paragraph (b), when the driver is giving audible signal by siren, the driver of each other vehicle shall yield
the right-of-way and shall immediately drive to a position parallel to and as close as possible to the right-
hand edge or curb of the highway clear of any intersection, and shall stop and remain in this position until
the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer. The driver
of another vehicle on a one-way roadway shall drive to the closest edge or curb and stop.

(b) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle escorting the movement of an oversize or overweight
vehicle or load need not sound an audible signal by siren but shall exhibit the light required by paragraph
(a). The driver of each other vehicle then shall yield the right-of-way, as required by paragraph (a), to the
emergency vehicle escorting the oversize or overweight vehicle or load.

(c) Upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle the driver of each streetcar shall immediately
stop the car clear of any intersection and keep it in this position and keep the doors and gates of the streetcar
closed until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer.

(d) This subdivision does not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the
duty to drive with due regard for the safety of persons using the highways.

(e) A driver who fails to comply with paragraph (a), (b), or (c¢) is guilty of a petty misdemeanor and
may be penalized according to section 169.89.

(f) A driver who intentionally obstructs an emergency vehicle or otherwise intentionally fails to comply
with paragraph (a), (b), or (c) is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Subd. 5a. Arrest; citation; probable cause. (2) A peace officer may arrest the driver of a motor vehicle
if the peace officer has probable cause to believe that the driver has operated the vehicle in violation of sub-
division 5, paragraph (a), (b), or (f), within the four-hour period following the termination of the emergency
incident or a receipt of a report under paragraph (c). The arrest may be made even though the violation was
not committed in the presence of the peace officer.

(b) A peace officer may issue a citation in lieu of arrest to the driver of a motor vehicle if the peace
officer has probable cause to believe that the driver has operated the vehicle in violation of subdivision 5.

(c) Although probable cause may be otherwise satisfied by other evidentiary elements or factors,
probable cause is sufficient for purposes of this subdivision when a member of the crew of an authorized
emergency vehicle responding to an emergency incident makes a timely report of the violation of subdivision
5 and provides a description of the vehicle used to commit the offense and the vehicle's license plate number.
For the purposes of an arrest under paragraph (a), "timely" means that the report must be made within a
four-hour period following the termination of the emergency incident.
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Subd. 5b. Violation; penalty for owner or lessee. (a) If a motor vehicle is operated in violation of
subdivision 5, the owner of the vehicle, or for a leased motor vehicle the lessee of the vehicle, is guilty of
a petty misdemeanor.

(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply if (1) a person other than the owner or lessee was operating the vehicle
at the time the violation occurred, or (2) the owner presents written evidence that the motor vehicle had been
reported to a law enforcement agency as stolen at the time of the violation.

(c) Paragraph (a) does not apply to a lessor of a motor vehicle if the lessor keeps a record of the name
and address of the lessee.

(d) Paragraph (a) does not prohibit or limit the prosecution of a motor vehicle operator for violating
subdivision 5.

(e) A violation under paragraph (a) does not constitute grounds for revocation or suspension of the
owner's or lessee's driver's license.

Subd. 6. Funeral procession. When any funeral procession identifies itself by using regular lights on
all cars and by keeping all cars in close formation, the driver of every other vehicle, except an emergency
vehicle, shall yield the right-of-way.

Subd. 7. Transit bus. The driver of a vehicle traveling in the right-hand lane of traffic shall yield the
right-of-way to any transit bus attempting to enter that lane from a bus stop or shoulder, as indicated by a
flashing left turn signal.

History: (2720-196, 2720-197, 2720-198, 2720-199, 2720-200, 2720-201) 1937 ¢ 464 s 46-51, 1939
c430s 9; 1947 ¢ 428 s 17; 1955 ¢ 595 s 1; 1965 ¢ 423 s 1, 1967 ¢ 268 s 1; 1978 ¢ 739 s 10; 1985 ¢ 249
s 1; 1986 ¢ 444; 1987 ¢ 3835 9, 1990 ¢ 503 s 2; 1993 ¢ 835 2; 1993 ¢ 304 s 1,2, 1997 ¢ 239 art 3 s 1;
2001 c245s2;2002c¢319s 2,3

169.201 YIELD SIGN.

The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall slow to a speed that is reasonable for conditions
of traffic and visibility, and stop if necessary, and yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian legally crossing
the roadway, and to all vehicles on the intersecting street or highway which are so close as to constitute
an immediate hazard.

History: 1955 ¢ 606 s 1; 1959 c 521 54, 1961 ¢ 655 1; 1986 c 444
PEDESTRIANS
169.202 BLIND PERSON CARRYING WHITE CANE.

Subdivision 1. Limitation on carrying. It shall be unlawful for any person to carry a white painted
cane unless said person is a blind person.

Subd. 2. Blind pedestrian has right-of-way. Any person operating a motor vehicle in this state shall
bring such motor vehicle to a stop and give the right-of-way at any intersection of any street, avenue, alley
or other public highway to a blind pedestrian who is carrying a cane predominantly white or metallic in
color, with or without red tip, or using a guide dog, when such blind person enters said intersection.
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Subd. 3. [Repealed, Ex1971 ¢ 27 s 49]
History: 1945 ¢ 369 s 1-3; 1949 ¢ 391 s 1-3; 1971 ¢ 70 s 2
169.21 PEDESTRIAN.

Subdivision 1. Obey traffic-control signals. Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control signals at
intersections as heretofore declared in this chapter, but at all other places pedestrians shall be accorded the
privileges and shall be subject to the restrictions stated in this section and section 169.22.

Subd. 2. Rights in absence of signal. (a) Where traffic-control signals are not in place or in operation,
the driver of a vehicle shall stop to yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a
marked crosswalk or at an intersection with no marked crosswalk. The driver must remain stopped until the
pedestrian has passed the lane in which the vehicle is stopped. No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or
other place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the
driver to yield. This provision shall not apply under the conditions as otherwise provided in this subdivision.

(b) When any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at an intersection with no marked crosswalk
to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall
not overtake and pass the stopped vehicle.

(c) It is unlawful for any person to drive a motor vehicle through a column of school children crossing a
street or highway or past a member of a school safety patrol or adult crossing guard, while the member of the
school safety patrol or adult crossing guard is directing the movement of children across a street or highway
and while the school safety patrol member or adult crossing guard is holding an official signal in the stop
position. A peace officer may arrest the driver of a motor vehicle if the peace officer has probable cause to
believe that the driver has operated the vehicle in violation of this paragraph within the past four hours.

(d) A person who violates this subdivision is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person who violates this
subdivision a second or subsequent time within one year of a previous conviction under this subdivision
is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

Subd. 3. Crossing between intersections. (a) Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other
than within a marked crosswalk or at an intersection with no marked crosswalk shall yield the right-of-way
to all vehicles upon the roadway.

(b) Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian
crossing has been provided shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway.

(c) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic-control signals are in operation pedestrians shall not
cross at any place except in a marked crosswalk.

(d) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section every driver of a vehicle shall (1) exercise due
care to avoid colliding with any bicycle or pedestrian upon any roadway and (2) give an audible signal
when necessary and exercise proper precaution upon observing any child or any obviously confused or
incapacitated person upon a roadway.

Subd. 4. Use right half of crosswalk. Pedestrians shall move when practicable upon the right half of
crosswalks.
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Subd. 5. Walk on left side of roadway. Pedestrians when walking or moving in a wheelchair along a
roadway shall, when practicable, walk or move on the left side of the roadway or its shoulder giving way to
oncoming traffic. Where sidewalks are provided and are accessible and usable it shall be unlawful for any
pedestrian to walk or move in a wheelchair along and upon an adjacent roadway.

Subd. 6. Driver education curriculum. The class D curriculum, in addition to driver education
classroom curriculum prescribed in rules of statutes for class D motor vehicles, must include instruction on
the duties of a driver when encountering a bicycle, other nonmotorized vehicles, or a pedestrian.

History: (2720-202, 2720-203, 2720-204, 2720-205, 2720-207) 1937 ¢ 464 s 52-55,57; 1939 ¢ 430 s
10; 1947 ¢ 428 s 18; 1973 ¢ 193 s 1, 1974 ¢ 3795 2, 1978 ¢ 739 s 11; 1982 ¢ 468 s 3; 1986 ¢ 444, 1994
c647 art 12 s 12; 1Sp1995 c 3 art 2 s 31; 1996 ¢ 333 s 1; 1997 c 159 art 2 s 23; 2000 c 488 art 6 s 3,4;
2004 c 228 art 1 s 72; 2005 c 10 art 3 s 11; 2008 ¢ 350 art 1 s 33

169.212 OPERATION OF ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICES.

Subdivision 1. Rights and responsibilities of pedestrians. Except as otherwise provided by law,
a person operating an electric personal assistive mobility device has the rights and responsibilities of a
pedestrian.

Subd. 2. Operation. (a) An electric personal assistive mobility device may be operated on a bicycle path.

(b) No person may operate an electric personal assistive mobility device on a roadway, sidewalk, or
bicycle path at a rate of speed that is not reasonable and prudent under the conditions. Every person operating
an electric personal assistive mobility device on a roadway, sidewalk, or bicycle path is responsible for
becoming and remaining aware of the actual and potential hazards then existing on the roadway or sidewalk
and must use due care in operating the device.

(¢) An electric personal assistive mobility device may be operated on a roadway only:
(1) while making a direct crossing of a roadway in a marked or unmarked crosswalk;
(2) where no sidewalk is available;

(3) where a sidewalk is so obstructed as to prevent safe use;

(4) when so directed by a traffic-control device or by a peace officer; or

(5) temporarily in order to gain access to a motor vehicle.

(d) An electric personal assistive mobility device may not be operated at any time on a roadway with
a speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour except to make a direct crossing of the roadway in a marked
crosswalk.

(e) An electric personal assistive mobility device may not be operated at any time while carrying more
than one person.

(f) A person operating an electric personal assistive mobility device on a sidewalk must yield the right-
of-way to pedestrians at all times. A person operating an electric personal assistive mobility device on a
bicycle path must yield the right-of-way to bicycles at all times.
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Subd. 3. Reflectors. An electric personal assistive mobility device may not be operated unless the device
bears reflectorized material on the front, back, and wheels, visible at night from 600 feet when illuminated
by the lower beams of headlamps of a motor vehicle.

Subd. 4. Local regulation. A local road authority may not further regulate the operation of electric
personal assistive mobility devices, except that a local road authority may allow and regulate the operation
of these devices on roadways within its jurisdiction that have a speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour.

History: 2002 ¢ 285 s 4

169.215 CROSSING FOR SENIORS OR DISABLED PERSONS.

Subdivision 1. Designation of crossings. Local authorities may designate a crossing for senior citizens
or disabled persons on any street or highway in the vicinity of a senior citizen housing project, senior citizen
nursing home, or residential care facility for disabled persons on the basis of an engineering and traffic
investigation prescribed by the commissioner and subject to the uniform specifications adopted pursuant
to subdivision 2. Designation of a crossing for senior citizens or disabled persons on a trunk highway is
subject to the written consent of the commissioner.

Subd. 2. Uniform specifications. The commissioner shall adopt uniform specifications for crossings
for senior citizens or disabled persons. The specifications shall include criteria for determining the need for
a crossing and the type and design of traffic-control devices or signals that may be used at the crossing. The
specifications shall be incorporated as a part of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices required
pursuant to section 169.06.

History: 1979 ¢ 185 s 1; 1990 ¢ 497 s 10

169.2151 PEDESTRIAN SAFETY CROSSINGS.

A local road authority may provide by ordinance for the designation of pedestrian safety crossings
on highways under the road authority's jurisdiction where pedestrian safety considerations require extra
time for pedestrian crossing in addition to the time recommended under the Minnesota Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices for pedestrian signals. The ordinance may provide for timing of pedestrian signals
for such crossings, consistent with the recommendations of the uniform manual for pedestrian signal timing
at senior citizen and disabled pedestrian crossings. Cities other than cities of the first class may designate a
pedestrian safety crossing only with the approval of the road authority having jurisdiction over the crossing.
The authority of local road authorities to determine pedestrian signal timing under this section is in addition
to any other control exercised by local road authorities over the timing of pedestrian signals.

History: 2000 ¢ 488 art 6 s 5; 2005 ¢ 56 s 1
169.219 PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS.

The commissioner of public safety shall include in the department's series of public service an-
nouncements information that educates the public about traffic regulations that are frequently violated,
including the requirement for a vehicle driver to stop to yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian in a crosswalk.
The commissioner shall distribute these announcements for broadcast in this state on radio and television.

History: /996 ¢ 333 s 3
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169.22 HITCHHIKING; SOLICITATION OF BUSINESS.

Subdivision 1. Seliciting ride. No person shall stand in a roadway for the purpose of soliciting a ride
from the driver of any private vehicle.

Subd. 2. Soliciting employment, business, or contributions. No person shall stand on a roadway for
the purpose of soliciting employment, business, or contributions from the occupant of any vehicle.

History: (2720-206) 1937 ¢ 464 s 56, 1974 ¢ 379 s 3
169.221 [Repealed, 1978 ¢ 739 s 15]
BICYCLES AND MOTORIZED BICYCLES
169.222 OPERATION OF BICYCLE.

Subdivision 1. Traffic laws apply. Every person operating a bicycle shall have all of the rights and
duties applicable to the driver of any other vehicle by this chapter, except in respect to those provisions in
this chapter relating expressly to bicycles and in respect to those provisions of this chapter which by their
nature cannot reasonably be applied to bicycles.

Subd. 2. Manner and number riding. No bicycle, including a tandem bicycle, cargo or utility bicycle,
or trailer, shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which it is designed and
equipped, except an adult rider may carry a child in a seat designed for carrying children that is securely
attached to the bicycle.

Subd. 3. Clinging to vehicle. Persons riding upon any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, toboggan, sled,
skateboard, or toy vehicle shall not attach the same or themselves to any street car or vehicle upon a roadway.

Subd. 4. Riding rules. (a) Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall ride as close as
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except under any of the following situations:

(1) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction;
(2) when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway;

(3) when reasonably necessary to avoid conditions, including fixed or moving objects, vehicles,
pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or narrow width lanes, that make it unsafe to continue along the right-
hand curb or edge; or

(4) when operating on the shoulder of a roadway or in a bicycle lane.

(b) If a bicycle is traveling on a shoulder of a roadway, the bicycle shall travel in the same direction
as adjacent vehicular traffic.

(c) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway or shoulder shall not ride more than two abreast and shall
not impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic and, on a laned roadway, shall ride within a
single lane.

(d) A person operating a bicycle upon a sidewalk, or across a roadway or shoulder on a crosswalk, shall
yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give an audible signal when necessary before overtaking
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and passing any pedestrian. No person shall ride a bicycle upon a sidewalk within a business district unless
permitted by local authorities. Local authorities may prohibit the operation of bicycles on any sidewalk or
crosswalk under their jurisdiction.

(e) An individual operating a bicycle or other vehicle on a bikeway shall leave a safe distance when
overtaking a bicycle or individual proceeding in the same direction on the bikeway, and shall maintain
clearance until safely past the overtaken bicycle or individual.

(f) A person lawfully operating a bicycle on a sidewalk, or across a roadway or shoulder on a crosswalk,
shall have all the rights and duties applicable to a pedestrian under the same circumstances.

(g) A person may operate an electric-assisted bicycle on the shoulder of a roadway, on a bikeway, or
on a bicycle trail if not otherwise prohibited under section 85.015, subdivision 1d; 85.018, subdivision 2,
paragraph (d); or 160.263, subdivision 2, paragraph (b), as applicable.

Subd. 5. Carrying articles. No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle, or article
which prevents the driver from keeping at least one hand upon the handle bars or from properly operating
the brakes of the bicycle.

Subd. 6. Bicycle equipment. (a) No person shall operate a bicycle at nighttime unless the bicycle or its
operator is equipped with (1) a lamp which emits a white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to
the front; and (2) a red reflector of a type approved by the Department of Public Safety which is visible from
all distances from 100 feet to 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlamps
on a motor vehicle. A bicycle equipped with lamps that are visible from a distance of at least 500 feet from
both the front and the rear is deemed to fully comply with this paragraph.

(b) No person may operate a bicycle at any time when there is not sufficient light to render persons
and vehicles on the highway clearly discernible at a distance of 500 feet ahead unless the bicycle or its
operator is equipped with reflective surfaces that shall be visible during the hours of darkness from 600 feet
when viewed in front of lawful lower beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle. The reflective surfaces shall
include reflective materials on each side of each pedal to indicate their presence from the front or the rear
and with a minimum of 20 square inches of reflective material on each side of the bicycle or its operator.
Any bicycle equipped with side reflectors as required by regulations for new bicycles prescribed by the
United States Consumer Product Safety Commission shall be considered to meet the requirements for side
reflectorization contained in this subdivision.

(c) A bicycle may be equipped with a front lamp that emits a white flashing signal, or a rear lamp that
emits a red flashing signal, or both.

(d) A bicycle may be equipped with tires having studs, spikes, or other protuberances designed to
increase traction.

(e) No person shall operate a bicycle unless it is equipped with a rear brake or front and rear brakes which
will enable the operator to make a braked wheel skid on dry, level, clean pavement. A bicycle equipped
with a direct or fixed gear that can make the rear wheel skid on dry, level, clean pavement shall be deemed
to fully comply with this paragraph.

(f) A bicycle may be equipped with a horn or bell designed to alert motor vehicles, other bicycles, and
pedestrians of the bicycle's presence.
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(g) No person shall operate upon a highway any two-wheeled bicycle equipped with handlebars so
raised that the operator must elevate the hands above the level of the shoulders in order to grasp the normal
steering grip area.

(h) No person shall operate upon a highway any bicycle which is of such a size as to prevent the operator
from stopping the bicycle, supporting it with at least one foot on the highway surface and restarting in a
safe manner.

Subd. 6a. Operator age. No person under the age of 15 shall operate an electric-assisted bicycle.

Subd. 7. Sale with reflectors and other equipment. (a) No person shall sell or offer for sale any new
bicycle unless it is equipped with reflectors and other equipment as required by subdivision 6, paragraphs
(b) and (e) and by applicable regulations for new bicycles prescribed by the United States Consumer Product
Safety Commission.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), a new bicycle may be sold or offered for sale without pedals if the
bicycle otherwise meets the requirements of paragraph (a).

Subd. 8. Turning, lane change. An arm signal to turn right or left shall be given continuously during
the last 100 feet traveled by the bicycle before turning, unless the arm is needed to control the bicycle, and
shall be given while the bicycle is stopped waiting to turn.

Subd. 9. Bicycle parking. (a) A person may park a bicycle on a sidewalk unless prohibited or restricted
by local authorities. A bicycle parked on a sidewalk shall not impede the normal and reasonable movement
of pedestrian or other traffic.

(b) A bicycle may be parked on a roadway at any location where parking is allowed if it is parked in
such a manner that it does not obstruct the movement of a legally parked motor vehicle.

Subd. 10. Bicycle events. (a) Bicycle events, parades, contests, or racing on a highway shall not be
unlawful when approved by state or local authorities having jurisdiction over that highway. Approval shall
be granted only under conditions which assure reasonable safety for all participants, spectators and other
highway users, and which prevent unreasonable interference with traffic flow which would seriously incon-
venience other highway users.

(b) By agreement with the approving authority, participants in an approved bicycle highway event may
be exempted from compliance with any traffic laws otherwise applicable thereto, provided that traffic control
is adequate to assure the safety of all highway users.

Subd. 11. Peace officer operating bicycle. The provisions of this section governing operation of
bicycles do not apply to bicycles operated by peace officers while performing their duties.

History: 1978 ¢ 739 s 12; 1986 ¢ 444; 1987 ¢ 255 s 14; 1993 c 326 art 4 s 2; art 75 2, 1995¢c 72 s
2:2012¢287 art 35 29-31; art 45 20; 2013 ¢ 127 s 31-34

169.223 MOTORIZED BICYCLE.

Subdivision 1. Safety equipment; parking. Section 169.974 relating to motorcycles is applicable to
motorized bicycles, except as otherwise provided in this section and except that:

(1) protective headgear includes headgear that meets the standards under Code of Federal Regulations,
title 16, part 1203, or successor requirements;
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(2) a motorized bicycle equipped with a headlight and taillight meeting the requirements of lighting for
motorcycles may be operated during nighttime hours;

(3) protective headgear is not required for operators 18 years of age or older; and

(4) the provisions of section 169.222, subdivision 9, governing the parking of bicycles apply to
motorized bicycles.

Subd. 2. License or permit. (a) A motorized bicycle may be operated under either a driver's license or
a motorized bicycle permit issued under section 171.02, subdivision 3.

(b) A person under the age of 16 operating a motorized bicycle under a motorized bicycle permit is
subject to the restrictions imposed by section 169.974, subdivision 2, on operation of a motorcycle under
a two-wheel instruction permit, except that:

(1) a parent or guardian of an operator under the age of 16 may also ride on the motorized bicycle as a
passenger or operator if the motorized bicycle is equipped with a seat and footrests for a second passenger;

(2) a motorized bicycle equipped with a headlight and taillight meeting the requirements of lighting for
motorcycles may be operated during nighttime hours;

(3) protective headgear includes headgear described in subdivision 1; and
(4) protective headgear is required only until the operator reaches the age of 18 years.

Subd. 3. Sidewalk and passenger prohibitions. No person shall operate a motorized bicycle upon a
sidewalk at any time, except when such operation is necessary for the most direct access to a roadway from
a driveway, alley or building. No person shall operate a motorized bicycle that is carrying any person other
than the operator, except as allowed under subdivision 2.

Subd. 4. Headlight requirement. The provisions of section 169.974, subdivision 5, paragraph (i), apply
to motorized bicycles that are equipped with headlights. After June 1, 1987, a new motorized bicycle sold
or offered for sale in Minnesota must be equipped with a headlight.

Subd. 5. Other operation requirements and prohibitions. (a) A person operating a motorized bicycle
on a roadway shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except in one
of the following situations:

(1) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction;

(2) when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway; or

(3) when reasonably necessary to avoid conditions, including fixed or moving objects, vehicles,
pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or narrow width lanes, that make it unsafe to continue along the right-
hand curb or edge.

(b) Persons operating motorized bicycles on a roadway may not ride more than two abreast and may not

impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic. On a laned roadway, a person operating a motorized
bicycle shall ride within a single lane.
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(c) This section does not permit the operation of a motorized bicycle on a bicycle path or bicycle lane
that is reserved for the exclusive use of nonmotorized traffic.

History: 1977 ¢ 2145 8, 1979 ¢ 227 s 1; 1987 ¢ 269 s 5; 1989 ¢ 331 s 22; 1996 ¢ 435 s 15,16, 2012
c287 art 35 32,33

169.224 NEIGHBORHOOD AND MEDIUM-SPEED ELECTRIC VEHICLES.

Subdivision 1. Definition. For purposes of this section, "road authority" means the commissioner, as to
trunk highways; the county board, as to county state-aid highways and county highways; the town board,
as to town roads; and the governing body of a city, as to city streets.

Subd. 2. Required equipment. Notwithstanding any other law, a neighborhood electric vehicle or a
medium-speed electric vehicle may be operated on public streets and highways if it meets all equipment
and vehicle safety requirements in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 571.500, and successor
requirements.

Subd. 3. Operation. A neighborhood electric vehicle or a medium-speed electric vehicle may not be
operated on a street or highway with a speed limit greater than 35 miles per hour, except to make a direct
crossing of that street or highway.

Subd. 4. Restrictions and prohibitions. (a) A road authority, including the commissioner of trans-
portation by order, may prohibit or further restrict the operation of neighborhood electric vehicles and
medium-speed electric vehicles on any street or highway under the road authority's jurisdiction.

(b) Neither a neighborhood electric vehicle nor a medium-speed electric vehicle may be used to take
any examination to demonstrate ability to exercise control in the operation of a motor vehicle as required
under section 171.13.

History: 2006 ¢ 189 s 5; 2008 ¢ 350 art I s 34
MOTORIZED FOOT SCOOTER
169.225 MOTORIZED FOOT SCOOTER.

Subdivision 1. Application of traffic laws. Every person operating a motorized foot scooter shall have
all rights and duties applicable to the operator of a bicycle, except in respect to those provisions relating
expressly to motorized foot scooters and in respect to those provisions of law that by their nature cannot
reasonably be applied to motorized foot scooters.

Subd. 2. Sidewalk and passenger prohibition. No person may operate a motorized foot scooter upon
a sidewalk, except when necessary to enter or leave adjacent property. No person may operate a motorized
foot scooter that is carrying any person other than the operator.

Subd. 3. Minimum age for operator. No person under the age of 12 years may operate a motorized
foot scooter.

Subd. 4. Protective headgear. No person under the age of 18 years may operate a motorized foot scooter
without wearing properly fitted and fastened protective headgear that complies with standards established
by the commissioner of public safety.
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Subd. 5. Required lighting equipment. A motorized foot scooter must be equipped with a headlight
and a taillight that comply with standards established by the commissioner of public safety if the vehicle is
operated under conditions when vehicle lights are required by law.

Subd. 6. Operation requirements and prohibitions. (a) A person operating a motorized foot scooter
on a roadway shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except in the
following situations:

(1) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction;

(2) when preparing for a left turn, in which case the operator shall stop and dismount at the right-hand
curb or right edge of the roadway, and shall complete the turn by crossing the roadway on foot, subject to
restrictions placed by law on pedestrians; or

(3) when reasonably necessary to avoid impediments or conditions that make it unsafe to continue
along the right-hand curb or edge, including, but not limited to, fixed or moving objects, vehicles, bicycles,
pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or narrow lanes.

(b) A person may operate a motorized foot scooter on a bicycle path, bicycle lane, bicycle trail, or
bikeway that is not reserved for the exclusive use of nonmotorized traffic, unless the local authority or
governing body having jurisdiction over that path, lane, trail, or bikeway prohibits operation by law.

History: 2005 ¢ 135 s 6
169.228 MS 2012 [Expired, 2008 ¢ 350 art 1 s 35]
169.23 [Repealed, 1965 ¢ 45 s 73]
169.24 [Repealed, 1961 c 561 s 17]

SAFETY ZONES

169.25 SAFETY ZONE.

No vehicle shall at any time be driven through a safety zone.

History: (2720-210) 1937 ¢ 464 s 60

RAILROAD CROSSINGS

169.26 SPECIAL STOPS AT RAILROAD CROSSING.

Subdivision 1. Requirements. (a) Except as provided in section 169.28, subdivision 1, when any
person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad grade crossing under any of the circumstances stated in this
paragraph, the driver shall stop the vehicle not less than ten feet from the nearest railroad track and shall not
proceed until safe to do so and until the roadway is clear of traffic so that the vehicle can proceed without
stopping until the rear of the vehicle is at least ten feet past the farthest railroad track. These requirements
apply when:

(1) a clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device warns of the immediate approach of a railroad
train; or
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(2) an approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in hazardous proximity.

(b) The fact that a moving train approaching a railroad grade crossing is visible from the crossing is
prima facie evidence that it is not safe to proceed.

(c) The driver of a vehicle shall stop and remain stopped and not traverse the grade crossing when a
human flagger signals the approach or passage of a train or when a crossing gate is lowered warning of
the immediate approach or passage of a railroad train. No person may drive a vehicle past a flagger at a
railroad crossing until the flagger signals that the way is clear to proceed or drive a vehicle past a lowered
crossing gate.

Subd. 1a. Violation. A police officer may arrest the driver of a motor vehicle if the police officer has
probable cause to believe that the driver has operated the vehicle in violation of subdivision 1 within the
past four hours.

Subd. 2. Misdemeanor. (a) A driver who violates subdivision 1 is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) The owner or, in the case of a leased vehicle, the lessee of a motor vehicle is guilty of a petty
misdemeanor if a motor vehicle owned or leased by that person is operated in violation of subdivision 1.
This paragraph does not apply to a lessor of a motor vehicle if the lessor keeps a record of the name and
address of the lessee. This paragraph does not apply if the motor vehicle operator is prosecuted for violating
subdivision 1. A violation of this paragraph does not constitute grounds for revocation or suspension of the
owner's or lessee's driver's license.

Subd. 3. Driver training. All driver education courses approved by the commissioner of public safety
must include instruction on railroad-highway grade crossing safety. The commissioner of public safety shall
by rule establish minimum standards of course content relating to operation of vehicles at railroad-highway
grade crossings.

Subd. 4. Pedestrians; penalty. (a) A pedestrian shall not pass through, around, over, or under any
crossing gate or barrier at a railroad grade crossing while the gate or barrier is closed or is being opened
or closed.

(b) A pedestrian shall not enter, remain upon, or traverse over a railroad track, grade crossing, or
pedestrian walkway crossing a railroad track when an audible bell or clearly visible electric or mechanical
signal device is operational and warning of the presence, approach, passage, or departure of a railroad train.

(¢) A person who violates this subdivision is subject to a fine of up to $100.

History: (2720-211) 1937 ¢ 464 s 61; 1986 ¢ 444; 1990 ¢ 468 s 2; 1991 ¢ 298 art 2 s 2; 1Sp1995 ¢ 3
art 16 s 13; 1998 ¢ 403 s 13, 2002 ¢ 371 art 1 s 43, 1Sp2003 c 9art 10s 7, 2004 ¢ 229 s 1, 2010 ¢ 351 s 30

169.27 [Repealed, 1976 ¢ 166 s 119]
169.28 CERTAIN VEHICLES TO STOP AT RAILROAD CROSSING.
Subdivision 1. Requirements. (a) The driver of any motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, or of

any school bus whether carrying passengers or not, or of any Head Start bus whether carrying passengers or
not, or of any vehicle that is required to stop at railroad grade crossings under Code of Federal Regulations,
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title 49, section 392.10, before crossing at grade any track or tracks of a railroad, shall stop the vehicle not
less than 15 feet nor more than 50 feet from the nearest rail of the railroad and while so stopped shall listen
and look in both directions along the track for any approaching train, and for signals indicating the approach
of a train, except as hereinafter provided, and shall not proceed until safe to do so and until the roadway is
clear of traffic so that the vehicle can proceed without stopping until the rear of the vehicle is at least ten
feet past the farthest railroad track. The driver must not shift gears while crossing the railroad tracks.

(b) A school bus or Head Start bus shall not be flagged across railroad grade crossings except at those
railroad grade crossings that the local school administrative officer may designate.

(¢) A type III vehicle, as defined in section 169.011, is exempt from the requirement of school buses
to stop at railroad grade crossings.

(d) The requirements of this subdivision do not apply to the crossing of light rail vehicle track or tracks
that are located in a public street when:

(1) the crossing occurs within the intersection of two or more public streets;
(2) the intersection is controlled by a traffic-control signal; and

(3) the intersection is marked with signs indicating to drivers that the requirements of this subdivision
do not apply. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the owner or operator of the track or tracks is
authorized to place, maintain, and display the signs upon and in the view of the public street or streets.

Subd. 2. Exempt crossing. (a) The commissioner may designate a crossing as an exempt crossing:
(1) if the crossing is on a rail line on which service has been abandoned;

(2) if the crossing is on a rail line that carries fewer than five trains each year, traveling at speeds of
ten miles per hour or less; or

(3) as agreed to by the operating railroad and the Department of Transportation, following a diagnostic
review of the crossing.

(b) The commissioner shall direct the railroad to erect at the crossing signs bearing the word "Exempt"
that conform to section 169.06. The installation or presence of an exempt sign does not relieve a driver of
the duty to use due care. A train must not proceed across an exempt crossing unless a police officer is present
to direct traffic or a railroad employee is on the ground to warn traffic until the train enters the crossing.

(c) A vehicle that must stop at grade crossings under subdivision 1 is not required to stop at a marked
exempt crossing unless directed otherwise by a police officer or a railroad employee.

History: (2720-213) 1937 ¢ 464 s 63; Ex1937 ¢ 38 s 1, 1961 ¢ 29 s 1, 1969 c 1465 2; 1982 c 444 s 1;
1986 c 444; 1987 ¢ 397 s 1; 1994 ¢ 603 s 3; 2002 ¢ 371 art 1 s 44; 1Sp2003 ¢ 9 art 1 s 44; 2004 ¢ 229 s
2, 2004 c 245 s 1; 1Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 46, 2008 ¢ 350 art 1 s 96

169.29 CROSSING RAILROAD TRACKS WITH CERTAIN EQUIPMENT.

(a) No person shall operate or move any caterpillar tractor, steam shovel, derrick, roller, or any
equipment or structure having a normal operating speed of six or less miles per hour or a vertical body or

Copyright © 2014 by the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.



65 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2014 169.305

load clearance of less than nine inches above the level surface of a roadway upon or across any tracks at a
railroad grade crossing without first complying with this section.

(b) Before making any crossing, the person operating or moving any vehicle or equipment set forth in
this section shall first stop the same not less than ten, nor more than 50, feet from the nearest rail of the
railway, and while so stopped shall listen and look in both directions along the track for any approaching
train and for signals indicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed until the crossing can be made
safely.

(¢) No crossing shall be made when warning is given by automatic signal or crossing gates or a flagger
or otherwise of the immediate approach of a railroad train or car.

(d) No stop need be made at a crossing on a rail line on which service has been abandoned and where a
sign erected in conformance with section 169.06 and bearing the word "Exempt" has been installed, unless
directed otherwise by a flagger. The installation or presence of an exempt sign shall not relieve any driver
of the duty to use due care.

History: (2720-214) 1937 ¢ 464 s 64, 1982 c 444 s 2; 1986 ¢ 444
CONTROLLED-ACCESS AND THROUGH HIGHWAYS
169.30 DESIGNATION OF THROUGH HIGHWAYS.

(a) The commissioner, with reference to state trunk highways, and local authorities, with reference to
other highways under their jurisdiction, may designate through highways by erecting stop signs or yield
signs at entrances thereto or may designate any intersection as a stop or yield intersection by erecting like
signs at one or more entrances to such intersection; provided, that local authorities, with the consent of the
commissioner, may designate through highway or stop or yield intersections on state trunk highways.

(b) Every driver of a vehicle shall stop at a stop sign or at a clearly marked stop line before entering the
intersection, except when directed to proceed by a police officer or traffic-control signal.

History: (2720-215) 1937 ¢ 464 5 65; 1939¢430s 11; 1961 c 165 1
169.305 CONTROLLED-ACCESS RULES AND PENALTIES.

Subdivision 1. Entrance and exit; crossover; use regulations; signs; rules. (a) No person shall drive
a vehicle onto or from any controlled-access highway except at such entrances and exits as are established
by public authority.

(b) When special crossovers between the main roadways of a controlled-access highway are provided
for emergency vehicles or maintenance equipment and such crossovers are signed to prohibit "U" turns,
it shall be unlawful for any vehicle, except an emergency vehicle, maintenance equipment, construction
equipment including contractor's and state-owned equipment when operating within a marked construction
zone, or a vehicle operated by a commercial vehicle inspector of the Department of Public Safety, to use
such crossover. Vehicles owned and operated by elderly and needy persons under contract with the com-
missioner of transportation pursuant to section 160.282 for maintenance services on highway rest stop and
tourist centers outside the seven-county metropolitan area as defined in section 473.121, may also use these
crossovers while those persons are proceeding to or from work in the rest area or tourist center if authorized
by the commissioner, and the vehicle carries on its roof a distinctive flag designed and issued by the com-
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missioner. For the purposes of this clause "emergency vehicle" includes a tow truck or towing vehicle if it
is on the way to the location of an accident or a disabled vehicle.

(c) The commissioner of transportation may by order, and any public authority may by ordinance, with
respect to any controlled-access highway under their jurisdictions prohibit or regulate the use of any such
highway by pedestrians, bicycles, or other nonmotorized traffic, or by motorized bicycles, or by any class
or kind of traffic which is found to be incompatible with the normal and safe flow of traffic.

(d) The commissioner of transportation or the public authority adopting any such prohibitory rules shall
erect and maintain official signs on the controlled-access highway on which such rules are applicable and
when so erected no person shall disobey the restrictions stated on such signs.

Subd. 2. Backing. Except for a driver of an authorized emergency vehicle in the course of performing
duties, no driver of a vehicle shall back the same upon the roadway or shoulder of any controlled-access
highway.

Subd. 3. Petty misdemeanor. Any person violating the provisions of this section or any order or
ordinance promulgated or enacted by the commissioner of transportation or a public authority pursuant
thereto is guilty of a petty misdemeanor.

History: 1959 ¢ 439 s 1; 1961 ¢ 72 s 1; 1971 ¢ 236 s 1; Ex1971 ¢ 27 s 9; 1974 ¢ 406 5 39; 1976 ¢
166 s 7, 1977 ¢ 214 5 9; 1978 ¢ 494 s 2; 1980 ¢ 533 5 12; 1985 ¢ 248 s 70; 1986 c 444, 1991 ¢ 112 5 5;
1995¢ 18655 119; 2014 c312art1ls9

BUS USE OF SHOULDERS
169.306 USE OF SHOULDERS BY BUSES.

(a) A road authority, as defined in section 160.02, subdivision 25, is authorized to permit transit buses
and Metro Mobility buses use of a shoulder, as designated by the road authority, of a freeway or expressway,
as defined in section 160.02, in Minnesota.

(b) If a road authority permits the use of a freeway or expressway shoulder by transit buses, the road
authority shall permit the use on that shoulder of a bus (1) with a seating capacity of 40 passengers or more
operated by a motor carrier of passengers, as defined in section 221.012, subdivision 26, while operating in
intrastate commerce or (2) providing regular route transit service, as defined in section 174.22, subdivision
8, or Metro Mobility services, and operated by or under contract with the Metropolitan Council, a local
transit authority, or a transit authority created by the legislature. Drivers of these buses must have adequate
training in the requirements of paragraph (c), as determined by the commissioner.

(c) Buses authorized to use the shoulder under this section may be operated on the shoulder only when
main-line traffic speeds are less than 35 miles per hour, except as provided for in paragraph (f). Drivers
of buses being operated on the shoulder may not exceed the speed of main-line traffic by more than 15
miles per hour and may never exceed 35 miles per hour, except as provided for in paragraph (f). Drivers
of buses being operated on the shoulder must yield to merging, entering, and exiting traffic and must yield
to other vehicles on the shoulder. Buses operated on the shoulder must be registered with the Department
of Transportation.

(d) For the purposes of this section, the term "Metro Mobility bus" means a motor vehicle of not less
than 20 feet in length engaged in providing special transportation services under section 473.386 that is:
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(1) operated by or under contract with a public or private entity receiving financial assistance to provide
transit services from the Metropolitan Council or the commissioner of transportation; and

(2) authorized by a road authority to use freeway or expressway shoulders.
(e) This section does not apply to the operation of buses on dynamic shoulder lanes.

(f) The commissioner may authorize different operating conditions and maximum speeds, not to exceed
the posted speed limit, based upon an engineering study and recommendation by the road authority. The
engineering study must be conducted by the road authority and must conform with the manual and speci-
fications adopted under section 169.06, subdivision 1, and applicable state and federal standards. The road
authority shall consult the public transit operator before recommending operating conditions different from
those authorized by law.

History: 2002 ¢ 364 s 10, 2005 ¢ 51 s 1; 2008 ¢ 306 s 5, 2010 ¢ 351 s 31; 2012 c 287 art 4 s 21
OTHER TRAFFIC RULES
169.31 STOP AT SIDEWALK.

The driver of a vehicle within a business or residence district emerging from an alley, driveway, or
building shall stop such vehicle immediately prior to driving onto a sidewalk or into the sidewalk area and
shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and all other traffic on the sidewalk.

History: (2720-216) 1937 ¢ 464 5 66, 1978 ¢ 739 s 13
169.315 OPENING AND CLOSING VEHICLE DOOR.

No person shall open any door on a motor vehicle unless and until it is reasonably safe to do so and
can be done without interfering with the movement of other traffic. No person shall allow any door on the
side of a vehicle adjacent to moving traffic to remain open for a period of time longer than necessary to
load or unload passengers.

History: 1978 ¢ 739 s 14

STOPPING, PARKING PROVISIONS
169.32 STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKING.

(a) Upon any highway outside of a business or residence district no person shall stop, park, or leave
standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon the paved or improved or main-traveled part of
the highway when it is practical to stop, park, or so leave such vehicle off such part of said highway, but
in every event a clear and unobstructed width of at least 20 feet of such part of the highway opposite such
standing vehicle shall be left for the free passage of other vehicles and a clear view of such stopped vehicle
be available from a distance of 200 feet in each direction upon such highway.

(b) This section shall not apply to the driver of any vehicle which is disabled while on the paved or
improved or main-traveled portion of a highway in such a manner and to such extent that it is impossible to
avoid stopping and temporarily leaving such disabled vehicle in such position.

(c) This section shall not apply to the driver of a school bus stopped for the purpose of receiving or dis-
charging any school child or school children provided the school bus is equipped and identified as provided
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in sections 169.441 and 169.442, subdivision 1, and is displaying the flashing red lamps and stop arm
required therein.

History: (2720-217) 1937 c 464 s 67, 1969 ¢ 146 s 3, 1991 ¢ 277 s 17

169.33 POLICE MAY MOVE VEHICLE.

(a) When any police officer finds a vehicle standing upon a highway in violation of any of the provisions
of section 169.32, such officer is hereby authorized to move such vehicle, or require the driver or other
person in charge of the vehicle to move the same, to a position off the paved or improved or main-traveled
part of such highway.

(b) When any police officer finds a vehicle unattended upon any street or highway or upon any bridge
or causeway or in any tunnel where such vehicle constitutes an obstruction to traffic, such officer is hereby
authorized to provide for the removal of such vehicle and remove the same to the nearest convenient garage
or other place of safety.

History: (2720-218) 1937 ¢ 464 s 68, 1939 ¢ 4305 12

169.34 PROHIBITIONS; STOPPING, PARKING.

Subdivision 1. Prohibitions. (a) No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle, except when necessary
to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic-control
device, in any of the following places:

(1) on a sidewalk;

(2) in front of a public or private driveway;

(3) within an intersection;

(4) within ten feet of a fire hydrant;

(5) on a crosswalk;

(6) within 20 feet of a crosswalk at an intersection;

(7) within 30 feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign, or traffic-control signal located
at the side of a roadway;

(8) between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within 30 feet of points on the curb immediately
opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different length is indicated by signs or markings;

(9) within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing;

(10) within 20 feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a street opposite the
entrance to any fire station within 75 feet of said entrance when properly signposted;

(11) alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such stopping, standing, or parking
would obstruct traffic;

(12) on the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street;
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(13) upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a highway tunnel, except
as otherwise provided by ordinance;

(14) within a bicycle lane, except when posted signs permit parking; or
(15) at any place where official signs prohibit stopping.

(b) No person shall move a vehicle not owned by such person into any prohibited area or away from
a curb such distance as is unlawful.

(c) No person shall, for camping purposes, leave or park a travel trailer on or within the limits of any
highway or on any highway right-of-way, except where signs are erected designating the place as a campsite.

(d) No person shall stop or park a vehicle on a street or highway when directed or ordered to proceed
by any peace officer invested by law with authority to direct, control, or regulate traffic.

Subd. 2. Violation; penalty for owner or lessee. (a) If a motor vehicle is stopped, standing, or parked
in violation of subdivision 1, the owner of the vehicle, or for a leased motor vehicle the lessee of the vehicle,
is guilty of a petty misdemeanor.

(b) The owner or lessee may not be fined under paragraph (a) if (1) another person is convicted for, or
pleads guilty to, that violation, or (2) the motor vehicle was stolen at the time of the violation.

(c) Paragraph (a) does not apply to a lessor of a motor vehicle if the lessor keeps a record of the name
and address of the lessee.

(d) Paragraph (a) does not prohibit or limit the prosecution of a motor vehicle operator for violating
subdivision 1.

(e) A violation under paragraph (a) does not constitute grounds for revocation or suspension of the
owner's or lessee's driver's license.

History: (2720-219) 1937 ¢ 464 s 69; Ex1937 ¢ 38 s 1, 1939 ¢ 430 s 13, 1989 ¢ 342 s 16, 2008 c 287
art 1 s 46; 2013 ¢ 127 s 35

169.342 GOOD SAMARITAN; EXCEPTION TO STOPPING AND PARKING.

(a) A person who stops or parks that person's motor vehicle on any highway or street for the sole purpose
of aiding another motorist who signals for assistance by raising the hood of the vehicle or displaying a flag,
flare or similar signal is not in violation of any law, ordinance, or rule prohibiting the stopping or parking
of a motor vehicle, and no peace officer shall issue a traffic ticket therefor if:

(1) the motorist in distress is not already being given aid or assistance;

(2) the person takes reasonable safety precautions in stopping and parking the vehicle, and conforms
with other laws regulating the stopping and parking of vehicles;

(3) the person is not in violation of traffic laws or rules other than the prohibition against stopping and
parking; and

(4) the person promptly leaves the scene if directed to leave by a peace officer.
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(b) This section does not apply to any person who stops or parks a vehicle next to an unattended vehicle.
History: 1977 ¢ 167 s 1; 1985 ¢ 248 s 70; 1986 ¢ 444
169.345 PARKING PRIVILEGE FOR PHYSICALLY DISABLED.

Subdivision 1. Scope of privilege. (a) A vehicle described in section 168.021, subdivision 1, paragraph
(a), that prominently displays the certificate authorized by this section or that bears the disability plate or
plates issued under section 168.021 may be parked by or solely for the benefit of a physically disabled
person:

(1) in a designated parking space for disabled persons, as provided in section 169.346;

(2) in a metered parking space without obligation to pay the meter fee and without time restrictions
unless time restrictions are separately posted on official signs; and

(3) without time restrictions in a nonmetered space where parking is otherwise allowed for passenger
vehicles but restricted to a maximum period of time and that does not specifically prohibit the exercise of
disabled parking privileges in that space.

A person may park the vehicle for a physically disabled person in a parking space described in clause (1)
or (2) only when actually transporting the physically disabled person for the sole benefit of that person and
when the parking space is within a reasonable distance from the drop-off point.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision, a certificate is prominently displayed if it is displayed so that it
may be viewed from the front and rear of the motor vehicle by hanging it from the rearview mirror attached
to the front windshield of the motor vehicle or, in the case of a motorcycle, is secured to the vehicle. If there
is no rearview mirror or if the certificate holder's disability precludes placing the certificate on the mirror,
the certificate must be displayed on the dashboard of the vehicle. No part of the certificate may be obscured.

(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), clauses (1), (2), and (3), this section does not permit parking in areas
prohibited by sections 169.32 and 169.34, in designated no parking spaces, or in parking spaces reserved
for specified purposes or vehicles. A local governmental unit may, by ordinance, prohibit parking on any
street or highway to create a fire lane, or to accommodate heavy traffic during morning and afternoon rush
hours and these ordinances also apply to physically disabled persons.

Subd. 2. Definitions. (a) For the purpose of section 168.021 and this section, the following terms have
the meanings given them in this subdivision.

(b) "Health professional" means a licensed physician, licensed physician assistant, advanced practice
registered nurse, or licensed chiropractor.

(¢) "Long-term certificate" means a certificate issued for a period greater than 12 months but not greater
than 71 months.

(d) "Organization certificate”" means a certificate issued to an entity other than a natural person for a
period of three years.

(e) "Permit" refers to a permit that is issued for a period of 30 days, in lieu of the certificate referred to
in subdivision 3, while the application is being processed.
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(f) "Physically disabled person" means a person who:
(1) because of disability cannot walk without significant risk of falling;
(2) because of disability cannot walk 200 feet without stopping to rest;

(3) because of disability cannot walk without the aid of another person, a walker, a cane, crutches,
braces, a prosthetic device, or a wheelchair;

(4) is restricted by a respiratory disease to such an extent that the person's forced (respiratory) expiratory
volume for one second, when measured by spirometry, is less than one liter;

(5) has an arterial oxygen tension (PaO;) of less than 60 mm/Hg on room air at rest;

(6) uses portable oxygen;

(7) has a cardiac condition to the extent that the person's functional limitations are classified in severity
as class III or class IV according to standards set by the American Heart Association;

(8) has lost an arm or a leg and does not have or cannot use an artificial limb; or

(9) has a disability that would be aggravated by walking 200 feet under normal environmental conditions
to an extent that would be life threatening.

(g) "Short-term certificate" means a certificate issued for a period greater than six months but not greater
than 12 months.

(h) "Six-year certificate" means a certificate issued for a period of six years.
(1) "Temporary certificate" means a certificate issued for a period not greater than six months.

Subd. 2a. Health professional's medical statement. (a) The commissioner shall develop a format for
the medical statement. The medical statement must be signed by a health professional who certifies that
the applicant is a physically disabled person as defined in subdivision 2. The commissioner may request
additional information from the health professional if needed to verify the applicant's eligibility. The medical
statement that the applicant is a physically disabled person must specify whether the disability is permanent
or temporary and, if temporary, the opinion of the health professional as to the duration of the disability.
A health professional who fraudulently certifies to the commissioner that a person is a physically disabled
person as defined in subdivision 2, and that the person is entitled to the disability plates authorized by section
168.021 or to the certificate authorized by this section, is guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject to a fine
of $500.

(b) The commissioner may waive the requirement of providing a statement of a health professional if
the applicant has previously filed with the commissioner a statement of a health professional certifying that
the applicant has a permanent physical disability.

Subd. 3. Identifying certificate. (a) The commissioner shall issue (1) immediately, a permit valid for
30 days if the person is eligible for the certificate issued under this section and (2) an identifying cer-
tificate for a vehicle described in section 168.021, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), when a physically disabled
applicant submits proof of physical disability under subdivision 2a. The commissioner shall design separate
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certificates for persons with permanent and temporary disabilities that can be readily distinguished from
each other from outside a vehicle at a distance of 25 feet or, in the case of a motorcycle, can be readily
secured to the motorcycle. An applicant may be issued up to two certificates if the applicant has not been
issued disability plates under section 168.021.

(b) The operator of a vehicle displaying a certificate has the parking privileges provided in subdivision
1 only while the vehicle is actually parked while transporting a physically disabled person.

(c) The commissioner shall cancel all certificates issued to an applicant who fails to comply with the
requirements of this subdivision.

Subd. 3a. Organization certificates. (a) An organization providing transportation to one or more
physically disabled persons may apply to the commissioner for one or more organization certificates for
motor vehicles owned or operated on behalf of the organization.

(b) The organization shall submit a written statement of intent to the commissioner signed by an officer
of the organization. The statement must:

(1) indicate the number of certificates requested;
(2) state that all issued certificates must be used solely for the benefit of physically disabled persons;

(3) state that the organization shall report lost or stolen certificates to the commissioner within 24 hours
of first discovery; and

(4) state that the organization shall immediately notify the commissioner of any misuse or suspected
misuse of any certificate issued to the organization.

(c) An organization shall include with the application a description of the internal controls to be used
to ensure the proper use of certificates and to account for all issued certificates. The controls must include:

(1) maintenance of a current list of the make, model, and plate number of all motor vehicles in which
a certificate issued to the organization will be used; and

(2) maintenance of a current list of the name and driver's license number of all individuals authorized
to operate the motor vehicle in which certificates issued to the organization will be used.

(d) When the commissioner is satisfied that an organization will use a certificate to transport physically
disabled persons, the commissioner shall issue without charge (1) immediately, a permit valid for 30 days
if the organization is eligible for a certificate and (2) an organization certificate for the motor vehicle.

(e) The certificate issued to an organization transporting physically disabled persons must be renewed
every third year. On original application and renewal, the organization must present evidence that each
certificate issued continues to be used exclusively to transport physically disabled persons.

(f) The commissioner shall cancel all certificates issued to an applicant who fails to comply with the
requirements of this subdivision.

Subd. 3b. Certificate design, format, information. A certificate must be made of plastic or similar
durable material and must bear its expiration date prominently on both sides. A certificate issued to a tem-
porarily disabled person must display the date of expiration of the duration of the disability, as determined
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under subdivision 3 or 3a. Each applicant must be provided a summary of the parking privileges and re-
strictions that apply to each motor vehicle for which the certificate is used.

Subd. 3c. Fees; organization, temporary, and short-term certificates. The commissioner may charge
a fee of $5 for issuance of each organization certificate, each temporary certificate, and each short-term
certificate and a fee of $5 for a duplicate to replace a lost, stolen, or damaged organization, temporary, or
short-term certificate. The commissioner shall not issue more than three duplicate certificates for lost, stolen,
or canceled certificates within any six-year period without the approval of the Minnesota State Council on
Disability.

Subd. 4. Unauthorized use or noncompliance; cancellation; misdemeanor. (a) If a peace officer,
authorized parking enforcement employee or agent of a statutory or home rule charter city or town, rep-
resentative of the Minnesota State Council on Disability, or an authorized agent of a citizen enforcement
program under section 169.346, subdivision 4, finds that a certificate, permit, or disability plate is being im-
properly used, or the applicant is no longer eligible, the officer, municipal employee, representative, or agent
shall report the violation or situation to the commissioner. The commissioner may cancel the certificate,
permit, or disability plates issued under section 168.021 on determining that:

(1) the certificate, permit, or plates were used improperly;

(2) the certificate, permit, or plates were fraudulently obtained;

(3) the certificate, permit, or plates were issued in error;

(4) the person who was issued the certificate, permit, or plates is deceased;

(5) the person who was issued the certificate, permit, or plates no longer maintains a Minnesota address;
or

(6) the person or organization has failed to comply with the requirements of this section.

(b) A person who uses a certificate, permit, or disability plates in violation of this section is guilty of
a misdemeanor and is subject to a fine of $500.

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 1967 ¢ 389 s 2]

History: 1965 ¢ 844 s 1-5; 1967 ¢ 3895 1, 1969 ¢ 1129 art 1 s 15; Ex1971 ¢ 27 5 10; 1977 ¢ 22 s 1,2;
1979 ¢ 31s1;,1979¢c 277 s4; 1985 c 248 s 70; 1986 ¢ 444, 1987 ¢ 3555 7, 1988 ¢ 642 5 7,8; 1989 ¢ 209
art 1 s 17; 1989 ¢ 234 s 3-5; 1989 ¢ 301 s 3; 1990 ¢ 497 s 11; 1991 ¢ 301 s 4; 1993 ¢ 98 s 4,5, 1994 ¢
5365 20,21; 1995 ¢ 855 2-4; 1999 ¢ 238 art 2 s 16-18; 2003 ¢ 108 s 2; 2005 ¢ 64 s 7; 2009 ¢ 159 s 80,
2011 ¢30s1; 2011 c60s 2,3

169.346 DISABILITY PARKING AREAS; CRITERIA, ENFORCEMENT.
Subdivision 1. Disability parking space prohibitions. A person shall not:

(1) park a motor vehicle in or obstruct access to a parking space or associated access aisle designated
and reserved for the physically disabled, on either private or public property;

(2) park a motor vehicle in or obstruct access to an area designated by a local governmental unit as a
transfer zone for disabled persons;
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(3) alter a certificate;
(4) exercise the parking privilege provided in section 169.345, unless:

(i) that person is a physically disabled person as defined in section 169.345, subdivision 2, or the person
is transporting or parking a motor vehicle for a physically disabled person; and

(i1) the motor vehicle visibly displays one of the following: a disability plate issued under section
168.021, a certificate issued under section 169.345, a permit valid for 30 days issued under section 168.021
or 169.345, or an equivalent certificate, insignia, or plate issued by another state, a foreign country, or one
of its political subdivisions; or

(5) park a motor vehicle in an area used as a regular route transit stopping point where a transit vehicle
that is accessible to the physically disabled regularly stops and a sign that bears the international symbol of
access in white on blue is posted. A sign posted under this clause may display other information relating to
the regular route transit service. For purposes of this clause, an area used as a regular route transit stopping
point consists of the 80 feet immediately preceding the sign described in this clause.

Subd. la. Disability parking when designated spaces occupied or unavailable. In the event the
designated disability parking spaces are either occupied or unavailable, a vehicle bearing a valid disability
parking certificate issued under section 169.345 or license plates for physically disabled persons under
section 168.021 may park at an angle and occupy two standard parking spaces.

Subd. 2. Disability parking space signs. (a) Parking spaces reserved for physically disabled persons
must be designated and identified by the posting of signs incorporating the international symbol of access
in white on blue and indicating that violators are subject to a fine of up to $200. These parking spaces are
reserved for disabled persons with motor vehicles displaying the required certificate, plates, permit valid
for 30 days, or insignia.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision, a parking space that is clearly identified as reserved for physically
disabled persons by a permanently posted sign that does not meet all design standards, is considered
designated and reserved for physically disabled persons. A sign posted for the purpose of this section must
be visible from inside a motor vehicle parked in the space, be kept clear of snow or other obstructions which
block its visibility, and be nonmovable.

Subd. 2a. Parking space free of obstruction; penalty. The owner or manager of the property on which
the designated parking space is located shall ensure that the parking space and associated access aisle are
kept free of obstruction. If the owner or manager does not have the parking space properly posted or allows
the parking space or access aisle to be blocked by snow, merchandise, or similar obstructions for 24 hours
after receiving a warning from a peace officer, the owner or manager is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject
to a fine of up to $500.

Subd. 3. Misdemeanor; enforcement. A person who violates subdivision 1 is guilty of a misdemeanor
and must be fined not less than $100 and not more than $200. This subdivision must be enforced in the same
manner as parking ordinances or regulations in the governmental subdivision in which the violation occurs.
Law enforcement officers may tag motor vehicles parked on either private or public property in violation
of subdivision 1. Parking enforcement employees or agents of statutory or home rule charter cities or towns
may tag or otherwise issue citations for motor vehicles parked on public property in violation of subdivision
1. If a holder of a disability certificate or disability plates allows a person who is not otherwise eligible to
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use the certificate or plates, then the holder is not eligible to be issued or to use a disability certificate or
plates for 12 months after the date of violation. Except when the permit or certificate is expired by, or is
otherwise invalid for, more than 90 days, a physically disabled person, or a person parking a motor vehicle
for a disabled person, who is charged with violating subdivision 1 because the person parked in a parking
space for physically disabled persons without the required certificate, license plates, or permit must not be
convicted if the person (1) produces in court or before the court appearance the required certificate, permit,
or evidence that the person has been issued plates under section 168.021, (2) surrenders the expired permit
or certificate, and (3) demonstrates entitlement to the certificate, plates, or permit at the time of arrest or
tagging. To be valid, the certificate or permit must show that it is owned by the same person that owned
the expired certificate or permit displayed at the time the tag was issued. The registered vehicle owner is
subject to the provisions of this subdivision.

Subd. 4. Local ordinance; citizen enforcement program. A statutory or home rule charter city may,
by ordinance, establish a program to enforce the parking restrictions of this section or any similar local
ordinance, relating to parking spaces for the physically disabled, by using citizen volunteers to issue citations
to violators. The ordinance shall contain a process for training program participants in the requirements of
the law, the method of issuing citations, and other related matters. Program participants who satisfy the
training requirements of the ordinance are authorized to issue citations for violations of this section and are
exempt from any other training or licensure requirements imposed on law enforcement officers by chapter
626.

Subd. 5. Local ordinance; long-term parking. A statutory or home rule charter city may enact an
ordinance establishing a permit program for long-term disability parking. If a city enacts the ordinance, a
permit program for long-term disability parking must establish as a minimum:

(1) a limitation on disability parking of a maximum of four hours during the hours of enforcement, on
one-hour, 90-minute, and two-hour parking meters;

(2) a requirement for city parking lots and ramps to provide a 50 percent discount on monthly fees for
contracted parkers with disabilities or a 50 percent reduction in the hourly rate for parkers with disabilities,
with appropriate vehicle identification, who park in designated disability parking spaces; and

(3) issuance of a special needs permit to an employed person with severe disability for an all-day, on-
street parking permit that will accommodate the person's access needs.

History: 1977 c¢205s1; 1979¢3153;1979¢27755-7, 1983 c24s1; 1986 c 444; 1987 ¢ 3555 8, 1990
c48252;,1990¢c 497512, 1991 ¢ 3015 5,6, 1992 c 4245 1; 1993 ¢ 8353, 1993985 6-8;, 1993 c 1305 1;
199449551, 1999c 238 art 25 19,20, 2005 c 645 8-11; 2008 c272s 1, 2011 ¢ 3052, 2013 c 1275 36,37

169.35 PARKING.

Subdivision 1. Parallel to curb. Except where angle parking is permitted by local ordinance, each
vehicle stopped or parked upon a two-way roadway where there is an adjacent curb shall be so stopped or
parked with the right-hand wheels of the vehicle parallel with and within 12 inches of the right-hand curb,
provided, that such exception shall only apply to a state trunk highway after approval by the commissioner.

Subd. 2. Where no curb. Upon streets and highways not having a curb each vehicle stopped or parked
shall be stopped or parked parallel with and to the right of the paved or improved or main-traveled part of
the street or highway.
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Subd. 3. One-way roadway. Local authorities with respect to streets and highways under their ju-
risdiction and with the consent of the commissioner with respect to state trunk highways may by ordinance
permit parking of vehicles with the left hand wheels adjacent to and within 12 inches of the left hand curb
of a one-way roadway.

History: (2720-220) 1937 ¢ 464 s 70, Ex1937 ¢ 38 s 1, 1939 ¢ 4305 14; 1947 ¢ 428 5 21
169.36 [Repealed, 2014 ¢ 255 s 21]
OTHER TRAFFIC RULES
169.37 OBSTRUCTING VIEW OF DRIVER.

No person shall drive a vehicle when it is so loaded, or when there are in the front seat such number
of persons, exceeding three, as to obstruct the view of the driver to the front or sides of the vehicle or as to
interfere with the driver's control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle.

No passenger in a vehicle or streetcar shall ride in such position as to interfere with the driver's view
ahead or to the sides, or to interfere with the driver's control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle
or streetcar.

History: (2720-222) 1937 ¢ 464 s 72; 1986 ¢ 444
169.38 [Repealed, 2001 ¢ 24 s 5]
169.39 [Repealed, 2014 ¢ 255 s 21]
169.40 FIRE TRUCK; FIRE STATION.

Subdivision 1. Following fire truck; parking at fire scene. The driver of any vehicle other than one
on official business shall not follow any fire apparatus traveling in response to a fire alarm closer than 500
feet, or drive into or park such vehicle within the block where a fire apparatus has stopped in answer to
a fire alarm.

Subd. 2. Fire station entrance. No person shall drive a vehicle within 50 feet of the driveway entrance
to any fire station while a fire apparatus is being driven into the fire station unless on official business.

History: (2720-225) 1937 ¢ 464 s 75; 1967 ¢ 281 s 1, 1986 ¢ 444

169.41 CROSSING FIRE HOSE.

No streetcar or vehicle shall be driven over any unprotected hose of a fire department when laid down
on any street, private driveway, or streetcar track, to be used at any fire or alarm of fire, without the consent
of the fire department official in command.

History: (2720-226) 1937 ¢ 464 s 76
169.42 LITTERING; DROPPING OBJECT ON VEHICLE; MISDEMEANOR.

Subdivision 1. Objects on highway. No person shall throw, deposit, place, or dump, or cause to be
thrown, deposited, placed, or dumped upon any street or highway or upon any public or privately owned

Copyright © 2014 by the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.



77 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2014 169.421

land adjacent thereto without the owner's consent any snow, ice, glass bottle, glass, nails, tacks, wire, cans,
garbage, swill, papers, ashes, cigarette filters, debris from fireworks, refuse, carcass of any dead animal,
offal, trash or rubbish or any other form of offensive matter, or any other substance likely to injure any
person, animal, or vehicle upon any such street or highway.

Subd. 2. MS 1969 [Repealed, Ex1971 ¢ 27 s 49]

Subd. 2. Dropping dangerous object on highway. Any person who drops, or permits to be dropped
or thrown, upon any highway any of the material specified in subdivision 1, shall immediately remove the
same or cause it to be removed.

Subd. 3. Removing object; responsibility. Any person removing a wrecked or damaged vehicle from a
highway shall remove any glass or other injurious substance dropped upon the highway from such vehicle.

Subd. 4. Dropping object on vehicle. No person shall drop or hurl any destructive or injurious material
or object at or upon any motor vehicle upon any highway or the occupants thereof.

Subd. 5. Misdemeanor. Any person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.
The record of any conviction of or plea of guilty under this section of a person operating a motor vehicle
shall be immediately forwarded to the Department of Public Safety for inclusion upon that offender's driving
record. Any second or subsequent offense under this section shall require a minimum fine in the amount of
$400. Any judge may, for any violation of this section, order the offender to pick up litter along any public
highway or road for four to eight hours under the direction of the Department of Transportation, with the
option of a jail sentence being imposed.

History: (2720-227) 1937 ¢ 464 s 77; 1951 ¢ 663 s 1,2, 1967 ¢ 104 s 1; 1973 ¢ 2995 1, 1976 ¢ 166 s
7, 1980 ¢ 5335 13; 1983 ¢ 3595 11; 1991 c 138 s 1; 2003 c28 art1s 17

169.421 CIVIL LIABILITY FOR LITTERING.

Subdivision 1. Finding. The legislature finds that the cost of removal and disposal of solid waste,
including litter, from vehicles is an onerous burden upon the public, and that the criminal law is not always
adequate in dealing with the problem. This requires the imposition of civil liability as provided in this
section.

Subd. 2. Definition. For purposes of this section, "owner" as to a vehicle means the owner of the vehicle,
but in the case of a leased vehicle means the lessee.

Subd. 3. Civil liability imposed. If any solid waste, including litter, glass, nails, tacks, wire, cans,
bottles, garbage, papers, refuse, trash, cigarette filters, debris from fireworks, or any form of offensive
matter is thrown, deposited, placed, or dumped from a vehicle upon any street or highway, public land, or
upon private land without the consent of the owner of the land, a violation of this subdivision occurs and
civil liability is imposed upon the owner of the vehicle. The driver and passengers riding in a vehicle are
constituted as the agents of the owner of the vehicle for purposes of this subdivision. It is a defense to any
action brought pursuant to this section that the vehicle was stolen. This section is not applicable to the owner
of a vehicle transporting persons for hire or transporting school children.

Subd. 4. Civil penalty; damages. A person who violates this section is subject to the civil penalties for
littering and an action for damages as specified in section 115A.99.
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Subd. 5. Procedures. A civil action may be commenced as is any civil action or by the issuance of a
citation to the owner of the vehicle by any law enforcement officer who has reason to believe that a violation
has occurred. Actions commenced by the issuance of a citation by a law enforcement officer shall be tried
by the prosecuting authority responsible for misdemeanor prosecutions in the jurisdiction where a violation
occurs. Any damages recovered in an action brought by a public agency shall be deposited in the treasury
of the jurisdiction trying the action and distributed as provided in section 484.90. Any district court may
establish a separate civil calendar for cases brought under this section.

Subd. 6. Relationship to criminal law; election of remedy. If an act is a violation of this section and
of a statute or ordinance providing a criminal penalty, a public agency elects its remedy by commencing
either an action under this section or a criminal prosecution, and the commencement of one type of action
by a public agency is a bar to its bringing of the other.

Subd. 7. Payment. Any district court may establish a schedule of costs and civil damages, and
procedures for payment, in cases brought by a public agency under which the defendant may consent to
default judgment and make payment according to the schedule without making a personal appearance in
court.

Subd. 8. Citation. This section may be cited as the Civil Litter Act.

History: 1979 ¢ 235 s 1; 1991 ¢ 138 s 2, 1994 ¢ 412 s 3; 1998 ¢ 254 art 2 5 14,15, 2003 ¢ 28 art 1
s 18,2008 c 277 art 1 s 22

169.43 SWINGING GATE ON TRUCK.

(a) No truck shall be operated on any highway with gate, loading rack, or partition carried in any manner
on any part of the exterior of the truck, unless the top and bottom of such gate, loading rack or partition is
securely attached to the truck, so as to prevent swinging or becoming loose.

(b) No truck shall be driven or parked on any highway with tailgate or tailboard hanging down or
projecting from the vehicle except while such vehicle is being loaded or unloaded, and except when a load
on the tailboard renders impossible the closing of the tailboard.

History: (2720-228, 2720-229) 1937 ¢ 464 s 78,79, 1947 ¢ 428 s 22; 1949 ¢ 263, 1971 ¢ 320 s 1
SCHOOL BUS SAFETY
169.435 OFFICE OF PUPIL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY.

Subdivision 1. Responsibility; Department of Public Safety. The Department of Public Safety has
the primary responsibility for school transportation saf